AP Class Plans
September 30, 2004

1. Review upcoming assignments and deadlines

a. September 30:  Review of Prose Terminology and History - symbolism, setting: The Lottery by Shirley Jackson and A Worn Path by Eudora Welty.  For more information, see this page and this.  Weekly Workshop: Pandora's Box due.
b. October 4:  Group B: Jacobean / Metaphysical Period 1603-1625. 
c. October 6:  Group B: Jacobean / Metaphysical Period 1603-1625.  Read Roman Fever by Edith Wharton and Araby by James Joyce for next class.
d. October 8:  Review of Prose Terminology and History - tone, theme: Roman Fever by Edith Wharton and Araby by James Joyce.  For more information on theme, see here.  Weekly Workshop: Literary Device due.
e. October 12:  Group C: The Restoration 1660-1700. 

f. October 14:  To Be Announced.  Weekly Workshop: Book or Movie Review due
a. NEXT Weekly Workshop Due October 1: Pandora's Box
b. October 8: Outside Reading for First Quarter Due - Hand in Book review, Reading Notes and AP Essay

c. October 19: Final Discussion of As I Lay Dying
d. October 25: First Quarter Formal Essay Due

e. November 12: Mid-Point Discussion of The Scarlet Letter
f. December 3: Outside Reading for Second Quarter Due - Hand in Book review, Reading Notes and AP Essay

g. December 7:  Final Discussion of The Scarlet Letter
h. December 16: Second Quarter Formal Essay Due

2. Review of Terms
a. Point of View
The identity of the narrator, that is, the character or voice telling the story. It also is a description of any part he or she plays in the events of the story and any limits placed upon his knowledge (Kennedy). According to Kirszner and Mandell, point of view is "the perspective from which the story is told" (868). The character can be unnamed or named.
b. Theme
c. Style

d. Plot

e. Character
A person who is responsible for the thoughts and actions within a story, poem, or other literature. Characters are extremely important because they are the medium through which a reader interacts with a piece of literature. Every character has his or her own personality, which a creative author uses to assist in forming the plot of a story or creating a mood. The different attitudes, mannerisms, and even appearances of characters can greatly influence the other major elements in a literary work, such as theme, setting, and tone. With this understanding of the character, a reader can become more aware of other aspects of literature, such as symbolism, giving the reader a more complete understanding of the work. The character is one of the most important tools available to the author. In the ballad "Edward," for instance, the character himself sets the tone of the ballad within the first stanza. After reading the first few stanzas, one learns that Edward has murdered his father and is very distraught. His attitude changes to disgust and finally to despair when he realizes the consequences he must face for his actions. An example of the attitudes and personalities of characters determining the theme is also seen in the book of Genesis. The proud personality of Cain and the humble personality of Abel help create the conflict for this story. Cain and Abel were brothers, possibly twins, who displayed intense sibling rivalry. God was not pleased with Cain's offerings, but found pleasure in Abel's offerings. Provoked by God's displeasure with him, Cain murdered his own brother out of jealousy
f. Setting
The time, place, physical details, and circumstances in which a situation occurs. Settings include the background, atmosphere or environment in which characters live and move, and usually include physical characteristics of the surroundings. Settings enables the reader to better envision how a story unfolds by relating necessary physical details of a piece of literature. A setting may be simple or elaborate, used to create ambiance, lend credibility or realism, emphasize or accentuate, organize, or even distract the reader. Settings in the Bible are simplistic. In the book of Genesis, we read about the creation of the universe and the lives of the descendants of Adam. Great detail is taken in documenting the lineage, actions, and ages of the characters at milestones in their lives, yet remarkably little detail is given about physical characteristics of the landscape and surroundings in which events occurred. In Genesis 20, we learn that because of her beauty, Sarah’s identity is concealed to prevent the death of her husband, Abraham. Yet, we have no description of Sarah or Abraham’s hair, eye or skin color, height, weight, physical appearance, or surroundings. Detailed settings that were infrequent in some ancient writings like the Bible are common in today’s literature. In recent literature, settings are often described in elaborate detail, enabling the reader to vividly envision even imaginary characters and actions like the travels of Bilbo Baggins in The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien. Settings have a way of drawing the reader into a piece of literature while facilitating understanding of the characters and their actions. Understanding the setting is useful because it enables us to see how an author captures the attention of the reader by painting a mental picture using words.

g. Style
The manner of expression of a particular writer, produced by choice of words, grammatical structures, use of literary devices, and all the possible parts of language use. Some general styles might include scientific, ornate, plain, emotive. Most writers have their own particular styles.

h. Theme
The idea or point of a story formulated as a generalization. In American literature, several themes are evident which reflect and define our society. The dominant ones might be innocence/experience, life/death, appearance/reality, free will/fate, madness/sanity, love/hate, society/individual, known/unknown. Themes may have a single, instead of a dual nature as well. The theme of a story may be a mid-life crisis, or imagination, or the duality of humankind (contradictions).  Differentiate from Moral, Plot, etc.

i. Symbolism
A story’s symbolism or a poem’s symbolism is understood in the objects that occur repeatedly throughout the story. If for example, an author repeatedly refers to a bell, a clock or a box, the reader garners some added understanding or depth about the story by understanding that item’s relationship to the theme.

According the X. J. Kennedy, "a symbol is a thing that suggests more than its literal meaning. Symbols generally do not ‘stand for’ anyone meaning, nor for anything absolutely definite; they point, they hint, or as Henry James put it, they cast long shadows" (217). In other words, symbols add texture to a story. Without them, the story is flat.

According to Hans P. Guth and Gabriele L. Rico, in Discovering Literature: Stories, Poems, Plays, "Some symbols come into a story from a shared language of symbols. Much in human experience has traditional symbolic associations: the dawn with hope, the dark forest with evil, clay with death, water with fertility. Light is often the symbol for knowledge, for ‘enlightenment’—fiat lux (‘let there be light’) is the rallying cry of those fighting the darkness of ignorance" (189).

Kennedy discusses other aspects of symbolism. Notice that he says that a character can play a symbolic role in a story. In addition, there can be symbolic acts—“a gesture with larger significance than usual” (218). Not every item in a story is a symbol. Be careful of trying to identify insignificant items, acts or characters as symbolic. Everything in the story is not symbolic. Kennedy says it nicely: “But an object, an act, or a character is surely symbolic (and almost as surely displays high literary art) if, when we finish the story, we realize that it was that item—those gigantic eyes; that clean, well-lighted cafe; that burning of a barn—which led us to the author’s theme, the essential meaning” (219).
3. Break up into groups of two, with each group using a different literary term.  In each group, please

a. Define what you feel to be the central meaning or theme in the story you’re assigned.

b. Demonstrate the relevance of two of the literary terms above to that theme.  Do not use the terms which are not in BOLD type.
