AP Literature & Composition

Course Syllabus

School Year 2011-2012
CLASS LOCATION: Library Conference Room
TUTORING HOURS: By Appointment
EMAIL ADDRESS: trompf@colegiobolviar.edu.co
COURSE WEBSITE: http://www.colegiobolivar.edu.co/apenglish 
COURSE DESCRIPTION


This course is designed to comply with the curricular requirements described in the AP English Course Description and will present an in-depth study of great literature from around the world. Writing is emphasized throughout, and frequent essays, both analytical and personal, will be assigned along with two major research papers. Students are expected to have mastered composition skills such as writing with a thesis and research paper techniques. Students must also have excellent reading skills in order to handle the significant amount of required reading. It is strongly recommended that students also take the advanced placement exam; however, the primary objective of this course is for you to become better critical thinkers, readers and writers.

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION & CLASS PHILOSOPHY

I strongly feel that my purpose as your instructor is to teach you to do without me. We will provide basic information on the history, literature, philosophy, religious orientation and political orientation and background information for most of the author’s we study; in fact, each of you will be responsible for not only researching and providing this background but also leading your own seminars (see below) throughout the semester. The reading assignments and other projects we do in class will be developed and executed in order to promote your own opinions and analytical skills. You will rarely hear my opinion about something that we are doing in class. I expect you to learn to analyze literature and come to your own supportable conclusions about what we are studying.

Our primary objective is to become Critical Thinkers. Just what is a critical thinker? According to Richard Paul (1990), a critical thinker is someone who is able to think well and fair mindedly about his or her own beliefs and viewpoints as well as those which are diametrically opposed. The critical thinker does not just think about these beliefs and viewpoints, but explores and appreciates their adequacy, cohesion, and reasonableness. Attitudes and passions are included. To become a critical thinker is not to be the same person you are now, but only with better abilities; it is to become a different person. We will do this through our writing, our discussions, our reading, our seminars and our private thinking. (Thoms, Karen J. St. Cloud State University, http://www.ucet.ufl.edu/ProgramService/topic3-1.htm, accessed July 16, 2002)
The general structure of the class will be centered on the Paideia Seminar (see below), a discussion that uses the techniques of Socrates. Contemporary Socratic Dialogue has its roots in Socrates' dialogues (as found in Plato's works) and in the works of the twentieth century German philosopher, Leonard Nelson. This is a system of learning based on inquiry, questioning, exploration, and discovery. It is a drawing out of ideas and thoughts that build toward "self-realized" hypotheses about the world.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Writing
 
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process
ELA-AP.12.1.1 Uses a variety of strategies to draft, revise edit and publish written work
ELA-AP.12.1.3  Evaluates own and others' writing

ELA-AP.12.1.4  Writes in response to literature 

 
Standard 2:  Uses style and rhetoric in writing  
ELA-AP.12.2.1 Uses precise and descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas and supports different purposes 

ELA-AP.12.2.2  Uses a variety of techniques to provide supporting detail
ELA-AP.12.2.3  Organizes ideas to achieve cohesion in writing
 

Standard 3:  Uses grammar and mechanical conventions in written compositions
ELA-AP.12.3.1 Uses grammatical conventions in written compositions
ELA-AP.12.2  Uses mechanical conventions in written compositions
 

Standard 4:  Gathers and uses information for research purposes

ELA-AP.12.4.1 Summarizes information and draws conclusionsfrom primary sources 

ELA-AP.12.4.2 Uses standard format and methodology for documenting reference sources 
Reading
 

Standard 5:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process
ELA-AP.12.5.1 Understands writing techniques used to influence the reader and accomplish an author’s purpose

ELA-AP.12.5.2 Understands the philosophical assumptions and basic beliefs underlying an author's work 

 
Standard 6:  Uses skills and strategies to understand and interpret literary texts
 

ELA-AP.12.6.1  Knows the defining characteristics and understands a variety of literary forms and genres 

ELA-AP.12.6.2 Analyzes the use of complex elements of plot in specific literary works 

ELA-AP.12.6.3 Analyzes the simple and complex actions (e.g., internal/external conflicts) between main and subordinate characters in literary works containing complex character structures

ELA-AP.12.6.4  Knows archetypes and symbols (e.g., supernatural helpers, banishment from an ideal world, the hero, beneficence of nature, dawn) present in a variety of literary texts 
ELA-AP.12.6.5  Understands how themes are used across literary works and genres 

ELA-AP.12.6.6 Understands the effects of author's style and complex literary devices and techniques on the overall quality of a work

ELA-AP.12.6.7  Understands relationships between literature and its historical period, culture, and society 

ELA-AP.12.6.8  Uses language and perspectives of literary criticism to evaluate literary works 
 
Listening and Speaking
 
Standard 8:  Uses listening and speaking strategies for different audiences and purposes
ELA-AP.12.8.1 Participates actively in class discussions 
ELA-AP.12.8.2  Makes formal presentations to the class 

ELA-AP.12.8.3  Understands influences on language use 

TEXTBOOK & NOVELS

	Textbooks
Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense, Ninth Edition, Thomson Wadsworth: Boston, 2006

Essential Literary Terms with Exercises, Hamilton; Sharon, People’s Education: New York, 2007

Class Novels

All the Pretty Horses – McCarthy, Cormac

As I Lay Dying – Faulkner, William

Awakening, The – Chopin, Kate

Beloved – Morrison, Toni
Bluest Eye, The – Morrison, Toni

Candide – Voltaire

Catch 22 – Heller, Joseph

Ceremony – Silko

Confederacy Of Dunces – Toole, John Kennedy

Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court – Clemens, Samuel

Crime and Punishment – Dostoevsky

Crucible, The – Miller, Arthur

Cry the Beloved Country – Paton, Alan

Ethan Frome – Wharton, Edith

Farewell to Arms – Hemingway, Ernest

Four Great Plays – Chekhov

Four Great Plays – Ibsen Great Expectations – Dickens, Charles

Franny and Zooey – Salinger, J.D.

Great Gatsby, The – Fitzgerald, F
	Hamlet – Shakespeare, William

Heart Of Darkness And Secret Sharer – Conrad, Joseph

Huckleberry Finn – Clemens, Samuel

Invisible Man, The – Ellison, Ralph

King Lear – Shakespeare, William

Light in August – Faulkner, William

Of Human Bondage – Maugham, Somerset

On the Road – Kerouac, Jack

One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest – Kesey, Ken

Passage to India – Forster, E.M.

Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man – Joyce, James

Scarlet Letter, The – Hawthorne, Nathaniel

Shipping News, The – Proulx, E. Annie

Song of Solomon – Morrison, Toni

Stranger, The – Camus

Sun Also Rises, The – Hemingway, Ernest

Tess Of The D'Urbervilles – Hardy, Thomas

Things Fall Apart
 – Achebe, Chinua

Things They Carried – The by O’Brian, Tim

Three Theban Plays, The – Sophocles

Turn of the Screw and in the Cage – James, Henry

Wuthering Heights – Bronte, Emily


COURSE EXPECTATIONS

Conduct

AP Spirit – an intense energy and enthusiasm for learning – is expected from all students. Whining and complaining about assignments is in direct conflict with AP Spirit. 

Attendance

Attendance is important.  As I will be expecting a lot of reading and writing; missing one day could mean missing as much work as you would miss in two or three classes of regular English.

Grading

The course Standards and Benchmarks are listed above and tied into the content of the course on the website.  Since most of our work is ongoing, your grade for each quarter is, in effect, a description of your progress towards the end of the year.  Your grade for each objective will be measured by rubrics given to you in advance of the assignment.  If you fail an objective, you will be given a chance to remediate this objective immediately following the publication of grades.  However, you will not be given unlimited opportunities and much will depend on exactly how and why the objective was missed in the first place.

NOTE: Consistent problems with one or more objectives tell me that you are having difficulty and may, therefore, require additional work and help.  Consistently poor work or failed objectives will be difficult, if not impossible, to make up at the end of the year.

Work, Work, Work

After all, this is AP English. You will be expected to read approximately one book every three weeks or two books per quarter. Essays will be assigned twice a quarter, as well. Finally, you will be asked to complete assignments over the Essential literary terms handbook regularly.  Major exams, often mock AP exams, are given at the end of each semester. Oral group presentations will be assigned once per semester.

Late Work

All assignments are due on the due date whether you are in school or not.  You will have ten (10) late days to use as you see fit throughout the year for minor assignments.  I will keep track.  This means that you could use three days for one assignment, four days for another and hand in three one day late, for example.  Once your late days are up, I will not receive late assignment and you will receive a grade of zero.  If this means that you fail an objective, I will give an alternate assignment as recuperation.  All major assignments are due on the date established - you may NOT use late days for major assignments.

Writing

We will be spending close to 30% of our time together working on writing, both AP-type timed essays and formal interpretive/critical writing.   Although both types of essays require different structures and approaches, they both ask you to write an interpretation of a piece of literature that is based on a careful observation of the work's textual details, considering such elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.  As we work more closely with figurative language, the elements of composition, and other characteristics of style and form, more will be expected in your interpretative works.  In order to become skilled at these essay types, we will be using a workshop approach, wherein each of you will be asked to submit drafts and introductions for teacher and class review.  As well, we will be looking at models from other students and working together in peer groups to establish and improve your writing.  Finally, I will be working one on one with all of you during the year to improve your interpretative writing skills.
You will be asked to write approximately two papers per quarter, one major interpretive essay over the class novel (or another pre-approved AP worthy selection) and one 40 minute AP essay over your outside novel.  Your formal essays each quarter may be written on an extended AP topic from the free response section or your own pre-approved topic; in either case, it should be based on a careful observation of textual details, considering the work's

· Use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone

· Structure, style, and themes

· Social and historical values which it reflects and embodies

ALL you essays must use MLA style for citations and bibliography (remember that in the English Department, we use parenthetical references NOT footnotes).
Writing Expectations: All papers are based on the formal essay (longer version here) and must be typed on a computer (DOUBLE SPACED, 12pt Ariel or Times New Roman font, ½ inch margins).
Plagiarism: Students suspected of plagiarism (see the PowerPoint presentation here and the general handout here [or html], if you are unsure) will be required to submit original sources or photo copies for verification. You have all been asked to sign a statement indicating that you will abide by the Honor Code.  I expect you to understand this Code and follow it conscientiously.  By putting your name on a paper or other assignment, you are indicating to me that it is your work and your work alone.  Any additional help (including conferencing with other students, sharing resources, typing, etc.) should be noted. Cheating, plagiarism, chancuko, etc. will result in a report to the office and the college counselor as well as a “not met” for those objectives involved.  Serious cases will be referred to the Dean of Students and College Counselor.  The bottom line here is that if you have any question about whether what you are doing or planning on doing is cheating, you should see another teacher or me.  Once the assignment is finished, I assume it has been finished in accordance with the Honor Code.

ALL your essays will be submitted to an online plagiarism service.
Evaluation: All of your essays will be graded online using the rubric here, except those handwritten as part of mock AP's (rubric here).  I and your peers should be looking for several elements when reviewing your written work.  These include the appropriate use of wide-ranging vocabulary; a variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination; a logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis; a balance of generalization and specific, illustrative detail; and an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure.  Grammar and punctuation skills will be graded in the rubric, and these topics will be covered individually through a “Common Errors“ log of your written work and through mini-lessons devoted to more frequent errors common to the class as a whole.

Peer Editing: As part of the writing process, you are required to both edit others' work AND have your own work edited for each major paper per quarter before handing it in.  I should receive copies of this edited work by email ALONG WITH your final copy.  The editing work should be done through email using Microsoft Word's built in editing function.  I expect that each written assignment be edited by AT LEAST two other students in class.

Prewrites and Rewrites:  Although the AP timed write or the formal essays are due on the due date, you are encouraged to email me any part of your work in progress at any time OR set up an appointment with me to review your paper before the deadline.  We will spend a lot of class time reviewing both AP essays (yours and samples from the AP reading) and formal essays once they have been turned in.  Finally, you may rewrite any essay using your peer editor’s and/or my comments and receive a final grade which averages the original essay and the rewrite.

Novels

In addition to the novels assigned in class, you are required to read AT LEAST one additional novel outside of class each quarter, although you will have some limited choice here.  Once finished, you need to write one AP essay on that novel AND a one page summary which includes BRIEF information about the characters, setting, conflicts, plot ALONG with a brief critique (to be used for others who might be interested in reading the same novel) and email these to me.  Please keep in mind that one additional novel IS THE MINIMUM.  If you choose to read more, please do so AND your grade for the course will reflect this extra work.  Finally, you MAY NOT read novels which are part of the regular curriculum in other levels.

PS There are copies of many of the suggested AP novels in the library, AND I have additional copies of many in storage.  Please ask.

Quizzes

Quizzes are usually not given in AP English. Should they be? 

Daily Work

You will have an assignment each evening, as well as your ongoing outside novels (class and independent), essential literary terms and essays.  You are expected to come to class prepared, having read AND prepared the assigned selection.  You will use a Reader’s Journal to prepare for class, and I will be checking it regularly.  The Reader’s Journal should demonstrate that you have read the selection actively and closely, taking notes, and coming to class with provocative insights, questions, and ideas to share.  As mentioned, I do not like to quiz you on the work, but each day the work is not done is one more thing you lose towards your own edification and education.
Since we are using a textbook this year, you are also asked to FULLY prepare the opening comments from each chapter and, in rotation, present these notes to the class.

Presentations

You have been assigned a small group to work with throughout the year.

Your group will be responsible for presenting selected topics from the curriculum each semester.
Extra Help

I am available almost every day during and after school for extra help or makeup work. Please schedule an appointment with me the day before. 

AP Exam

The AP test is on Thursday, May 10, 2012 for English Literature.  It is expensive (approximately $80US), but well worth the money IF you are a dedicated student and have done the assignments during the year without resorting to Cliff Notes or other substitutions for the actual text. If you receive a 3, 4, or 5 on the test, over 90% of colleges and universities will allow you three credits and exempt you from freshman English. If you are not a serious student, you will most likely receive a 1 or 2 on the test which will not count toward any exemption. All AP students are encouraged to take the test, but only the truly dedicated ones will succeed. An AP test preparation unit is taught four weeks prior to taking the test. AP students who do not take the AP test will take the AP equivalency test in class for a grade on the AP test day.

Mock AP's

We will be doing a number of Mock AP's throughout the year in preparation for the test; in fact, the first one will be on the first day of class.  Given the time constraints, most of these will be parts of the real AP rather than full tests.  However, as requested, we will also try to do a couple of full tests during the year.

COURSE TOPICS & UNITS

*Selections from the text may be modified…

Semester One
Quarter One Novel:
Invisible Man, The – Ellison, Ralph

Quarter Two Novel:
Catch 22 – Heller, Joseph

Christmas Novel:
Awakening, The – Chopin, Kate

	Getting Started

Course Description and Expectations
Mock AP Exam
Discussion of Mock AP Exam, including scoring guidelines, sample responses and scoring summary
Mock Paideia Seminar – Lost in the Funhouse, Barth

	The Elements of Fiction – Part One

Reading the Story

Plot and Structure

Characterization

Theme

Point of View

The Elements of Poetry – Part One
What is Poetry?

Reading the Poem

Denotation and Connotation

Imagery

Figurative Language: Simile, Metaphor, Personification, Apostrophe, Metonymy, 

	Speaking Listening and Viewing

Writing About Literature


Writing Interpretive Essays based on a careful observation of the work's textual details, considering such elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.

	Semester Two
Quarter Three Novel:
Scarlet Letter, The – Hawthorne, Nathaniel

Quarter Four Novel:
Great Gatsby, The – Fitzgerald, F. Scott

Speaking Listening and Viewing

Writing About Literature


Writing Interpretive Essays based on a careful observation of the work's textual details, considering such elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.
The Elements of Fiction – Part Two

Symbol, Allegory and Fantasy

Humor and Irony

Evaluating Fiction

A Study of Drama


The Elements of Drama

The Nature of Drama

Realistic and Nonrealistic Drama

Tragedy and Comedy


Close Reading of Hamlet and King Lear / Outside Play for Quarter Three – Choose a comedy or history from Shakespeare
        The Elements of Poetry – Part Two

Symbol &  Allegory

Paradox, Overstatement, Understatement, Irony

Allusion

Meaning and Idea

Tone

Musical Devices

Rhythm and Meter

Sound and Meaning

Pattern

Evaluating Poetry: Sentimental, Rhetorical, Didactic Verse & Poetic Excellence

	AP Test Prep
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