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The movie Cheaters, although it was made for television, speaks of more subjects that interest me than most big screen commercial movies. Cheaters is based on the real life experience of the Steinmetz school at a national competition. Cheaters is essentially about a group of eleven highly potential teenagers that are trapped in the mediocrity of a poor public high school and decide to do the impossible by enrolling to participate on a nation wide academic test, the Decathlon. The group of teenagers find themselves facing several obstacles, but differing from most plot stories, these children have to overcome various branches of insecurity, such as insecurity in themselves, their school, and their teacher. On top of this, they have to cope with the pressure from an overload in academic work, they have to learn to manage their personal lives with this new challenge, and the hardest of all challenges, to accept that they are going to be competing with peers that have had economical, psychological, and academic advantages that they could no to even dream of to prepare for tests like this. So, after looking at the amount of pressure and work overload that this competition demands, one would ask themselves: why even bother if the odds are against them and it’s so exhausting? Well, the answer is that they do it for the simple pleasure of proving everyone wrong. 

Up until here, the movie seems to be much like the “teacher mentoring students to prove them of their real potential” kind of movie, such as Dead Poets Society, but Cheaters deals with this differently. During the preparation for the state finals, one boy gets his hand on the test booklet with all of the questions in the test. Facing disillusion because of how bad they did on the city test and the pressure of proving everyone wrong, they are faced with the decision of cheating or not. While most of the students agree on cheating, including the teacher, some find it risky and immoral, and so begins the second part, convincing the rest of the group that the “system” cheats, and it is unfair, so why shouldn’t they do the same? It doesn’t take much to convince all of them, and once they all agree, they embark on the challenge of how to cheat. From here on, the movie continues a strong criticism of the “system” on that it is monopolized. They touch on the issues surrounding the difference between the amount of money, the quality of teachers, and the facilities and utensils given to certain privileged schools. As well, it speaks of the prejudice there is on the capability of teenagers that go to less privileged public high schools from those that have it all, since the group of kids face accusations of cheating simply because it wasn’t sadistically possible that they could have done so much better on nationals than they did on state level competition. Its ending is well written, all the characters end with a sense of completion, specially Mr. Gerald Plecki the teacher [Jeff Daniels of The Hours (2002) and Fly Away Home (1996)], and Jolie Fitch [Jena Malone of Stepmom (1998) and Donnie Darko (2001)], who are the main characters of the story. 

Speaking of the actors, I have to say that the casting contributed positively to the overall performance of the movie. Without great actors, who are focused and embrace the characters well, any movie, no matter how great the plot or the theme, turns out a failure. Mr. Gerald Plecki played by Jeff Daniels did a great job at performing a high school teacher that is trying to guide these students to success, while he tries to work out his own issues with his profession, his family, and his true desires in life. Jolie Fitch, played by Jena Malone, performed noticeably well. Jolie is the student who begins to tell the story. She is the closest to Mr. Gerald Plecki and is the fuel of the group. Lastly, I have to recognize the great writing and directing done by John Stockwell, who also directed the widely accepted movie Crazy/Beautiful and recently directed the teenage summer movie Blue Crush. If it weren’t for the sense of reality that the characters and the script gives to the movie, the issues and criticisms it does would have not been credible, even though they are too much a reality, not only in the United States, but world wide too. The movie touches on specific American problems with its public schooling system, but many of these problems are also present, if not worse, around the globe as less privileged schools have to compete internationally to get their students into a good college. As a result, the overall rating of the movie I would say is around 8-9 out of 10, this being the best score. To me, a young adult, which the movie is directed to, the issues and themes that the movie bases itself on are ones that I can relate to. Not only this, but they are portrayed well. The actors play their characters with great skill and the writing is loyal to how young adults think and express themselves, making of this movie a great experience to watch. 

