THE READER’S JOURNAL

Your Reader’s journal for your outside novel can include any of the following:
1. Listing of actions or events in a plot sequence
2. Answering prepared questions
3. Writing questions about puzzling passages 
4. Predicting what comes next
5. Copying and commenting on favorite passages
i. ·   Its relevance to its historical context
ii. ·   Its relevance to the present
iii. ·   Its relevance to the author’s life
6. Making personal responses
7. Responding to the most important word, sentence or passage
8. Associating personal experiences
9. Expressing identification with characters
i. ·   What do you think of the main characters?
ii. ·   What similarities/differences are there among the characters?
iii. ·   What are the values of the characters? Analyzing an aspect of the work
iv. ·   Style, characterization, plot, theme, setting, meanings of selected quotations, etc.
v. ·   justifying the selection of specific words, passages, lines, sentences, etc. in a piece of work
10. Reflecting on the reading
i. ·   Times when your reading changes
ii. ·   You see something you didn’t see before.
iii. ·   You recognize a pattern - the images start to overlap, gestures or phrases recur, some details seem associated with each other.
iv. ·   The story suddenly seems to you to be about something different from what you thought.
v. ·   The writer introduces a new context or new perspective.
vi. ·   Times when you are surprised or puzzled
vii. ·   Something just doesn’t fit.
viii. ·   Things don’t make sense - pose explicitly the question or problem that occurs to you.
ix. ·   Details that seem important and that make you look again
x. ·   Way in which the story makes you speculate about life
xi. ·   Your first impression of the ending - what “ended?
11. Reflecting on the course
i. ·   Have your own personal reading interests changed?
ii. ·   At what moment(s) during the reading of a particular text did you find your own values or attitudes most challenged?
iii. ·   Have you changed your attitudes or values based on anything we have read?
iv. ·   What have you learned about reading literature?
