AP Essays
Laws of Good Analysis or One Way to Grade Your Own Paper
Part I: Positive Aspects of the Essay

Directions: Check each item listed below that accurately describes the essay being graded. Circle and number the sentence in the essay that illustrates the checked item.

1. _____ Begin with a provocative statement.

You can do this in any of the following ways, or more:

A. Make a universal statement allowing the reader to empathize with you.

B. Write a informational statement that helps understand the prompt.

C. Begin with a quote that helps define the idea of the prompt. Be accurate. Name the author.

D. Make a statement of truth that shows a connection to the meaning of the passage.

E. Write a statement that judges the overall effectiveness of the passage.

F. If you can not think of a beginning, just start and end the introduction with one sentence or a 
full thesis.

2. _____ Make a correct interpretation of the author's message in your thesis statement.

3. _____ The thesis should reveal a thoughtful interpretation of the importance of the passage 



analyzed, based on the focus of the essay prompt.  Organize organically.

4. _____ Base your organization on the author's organization.

5. _____ Focus your causations on the essay prompt's focus.

6. _____ The body of your writing should show a progression of thought that leads to a new 



understanding expressed in the final thesis.

7. _____ Discuss ideas fully. Every line should be analyzed. Count the number of different quotes 


used.  Count the number of quotes ignored. What is the sum of the two?

8. _____ Embed quotes to show an appreciation of the author's talents. Make a continual connection 


between the language and the meaning or how does the author's choice of language 


devices create meaning?

9. _____ Analyze the author's use of language in simple, clearly understandable ways.

Example: "O'Rourke uses hyperbole to exaggerate the conditions of the traffic jam and parallelism to emphasize the sad state of the beggars."  Polish Those Small Language Skills

10. _____ Use active verbs or avoid "is, was, were" as much as possible.

11. _____ Your sentences should have a natural rhythm. Read your writing aloud to test this.

12. _____ Write legibly. BE NEAT!

13. _____ Always try to select the best word.

14. _____ Practice emulating stylistic devices that have been used effectively by accomplished writers.

15. _____ End With Closure

16. _____ Begin with a thesis that shares the deepest insight discovered about the reading.

Example: "Since the constant confusion illustrated so vividly in this passage is everyday life for the citizens of Bangladesh, O'Rouke's light treatment of this problem make it seem bearable."

Part II: Negative Aspects of the Essay

Directions: Check each item listed below that accurately describes the essay being graded. Circle and number the sentence in the essay that illustrates the checked item.

Begin with a provocative statement.

1. _____ Avoid clichés.

2. _____ Do not begin by renaming the essay and the prompt.

3. _____ Do not make an incorrect interpretation of the passage. This gives you an automatic 



score of a 5 or below.

Organize organically
4. _____ Do not organize around the devices. Topic Sentence Example: "O'Rourke shows the irony of 


each situation by using hyperbole." Another Topic Sentence

Example: "To help show the irony in the passage, O'Rourke uses imagery throughout his explanations.

5. _____ The language devices should not be mentioned in the thesis or topic sentences.

Example: "In the passage, O'Rourke displays situational and verbal irony through hyperboles, similes, syntax, diction, metaphors, and imagery."

The body of your writing should show a progression of thought that leads to a new understanding expressed in the final thesis.

6. _____ Do not quote and then explain.

7. _____ Do not make general statements that do nothing but list and name the device. (You must define 

the connotation of the words. Be specific. Define the image these words paint, etc.

8. _____ Do not ever quote a whole sentence.

9. _____ Do not make empty statements that say nothing about the language: Example: "Using those two 

statements, one can clearly see the imagery that the author is trying to create."

10. _____ Do not organize around the devices. This will earn you an automatic score of 5.

Polish Those Small Language Skills

11. _____ Avoid pronouns whenever possible. This makes the audience anonymous, and therefore more 


universal.

12. _____ Do not use a pronoun right next to its antecedent. Example: "In the essay by PJ O'Rourke, he 


talks about Bangladesh's many problems."

13. _____ Avoid wordiness. Anything not specifically answering the prompt is unnecessary and should be 

cut from the essay.

End With Closure

14. _____ Do not begin by restating the thesis word for word.

15. _____ If running out of time, finish by writing a conclusion to give the essay closure. Subtract 2 


points if you did not write a conclusion.

Part III: Scoring

Directions: Subtract the number of checks in Part II from the number of checks in Part I. This is your score. The highest possible score is 9. Extra credit is possible.

__________________ - __________________ = __________________
