AP Testing - Test Reminders

· Multiple Choice - if you don’t know the answer but can

· eliminate one or more answers, guess.

· If you really don’t know an answer, skip that question

· and come back if there’s time. But be careful your numbers match up on your answer sheet. Take a second and check each number as you go along.

· Analytical Essays - Show respect for the authors.

· Don’t say they’re stupid or don’t know what they’re talking about. Chances are it’s not Virginia Woolf who doesn’t know what she’s talking about.

· Don’t refer to the authors by their first names. In

· the intro, refer to the author by both names, then henceforth use the last name. The only time you might refer to the author by the first name is when the author writes about a childhood experience (like the Eudora Welty and Gary Soto essays).

· Spell out words like and, with, and because (not &, w/,

· and b/c). This is an important international exam, not a note to a pal. You wouldn’t wear jeans to the prom.

· Avoid cliches - “You can’t judge a book by its

· cover,” “A picture’s worth a thousand words,” etc.

· Too many students use them, and they set the reader’s teeth on edge.

· Avoid the words “paints a picture in the reader’s

· mind.” Too many students use it, and it doesn’t say anything. Identify and explain the effect or tone the author is creating. Notice I said and explain - identifying isn’t enough.

· Stick to an analysis of the essay. Don’t wander off

· into your personal experiences.

· Annotate and write a brief outline before you begin

· writing.

· Don’t define terms. The readers are experienced AP

· teachers and English professors. We don’t need to be told a simile is a comparison using like or as.

· Don’t waste time on a long or fancy intro. Throw away

· the bread and get to the meat.

· Referring to line numbers is a waste of time. We don’t

· look at them.

· Students often think the words states and quotes are

· interchangeable. They’re not. Charles Dickens states, “It was the best of times...” not quotes. To quote is to repeat what someone else said.

· It’s okay to use an ellipsis in a quote as long as the

· quote still makes sense. If you write, “Allusions to Sophocles...to a more general argument” (line 12) means you want me to go look it up. I’ve got a thousand essays to grade and you want me to look it up??!. Homey don’t play dat.

· Persuasive essay - It doesn’t matter if you defend,

· challenge, or qualify as long as you do it well.

· Think of the prompt as a springboard for creating your

· own argument. You don’t need to discuss Susan Sontag or Neil Postman or Milan Kundera, and, for heaven’s sake, don’t try to analyze their argument. Your purpose here is to persuade the reader that your argument is sound and reasonable.

· The reader wants “specific evidence” - two important

· words, often overlooked. The courtroom does not want the hypothetical or the theoretical. Use your own experience, incidents you know about, or what you have read about (or, in Sontag’s case, the pictures you have seen).

· Plan a brief outline

· If you give me 3 examples of specific evidence, make

· sure they illustrate 3 different points, not 3 examples to illustrate the same point.

· When thinking of specific evidence, if it’s the first

· thing that pops to mind, chances are it’s the first thing that comes to everyone else’s mind. (OJ Simpson and Bill Clinton are recent examples.) Go with your second or third idea. Your reader will thank you.

