Peer & Self Review Form for Formal Essays
Author ____________________________________    Reviewer ____________________________________    
Assignment ______________________________________________________________________________
Grade for Peer Review
	
	80% - ELA-AP.12.1.1 Drafting and Revising: Uses a variety of strategies to draft, revise edit and publish written work

	
	20% - ELA-AP.12.1.3  Evaluates own and others' writing

	0.00
	TOTAL From 100


INTRODUCTION & THESIS

1. Is the introduction inviting?  Does it clearly introduce and define the arguments?  Give an example.

2. Is there a clear and focused thesis?  Does it contain the arguments?  Is the key vocabulary in the thesis consistent throughout the paper?

BODY AND ARGUMENTS

3. Is each body paragraph introduced by a clear topic sentence?

4. Does each argument use the same definitions and/or explanations (the same vocabulary) given in the introduction?  If not, give an example.

5. Is the support relevant, well-explained, developed, integrated and substantial enough to actually support the points being made?  If not, give an example?

6. Does the writer use a variety of thoughtful transitions to show how ideas are connected?

7. Is there a clear concluding sentence for the paragraph?

CONCLUSION & REFLECTION

8. Does the conclusion restate the thesis of the paper while maintaining the same vocabulary for key terms?

9. Does the conclusion summarize significant support points made in the body?

10. Is the reflection of the paper thoughtful and interesting?

GENERAL COMMENTS

11. Is the pacing well-controlled?  Does the writer elaborate when needed?

12. Does the writer use an appropriate tone and distinctive voice?  Mark the use of the second person YOU.

13. Are the sentences varied in length and type for rhetorical effect?

14. Are the word choices precise and does the writer avoid jargon or slang?

MECHANICS
15. Does the essay use consistent standard English usage, spelling, and punctuation?  Are there distracting errors?

16. Are the footnotes and bibliography correctly done?

SUGGESTIONS / Peer reviewer only…
17. What did the writer do particularly well?

18. What part(s) of the paper is(are) the most difficult to understand? Why?

19. Identify two or more general things the writer can do to improve the paper.
Finally, use the rubric below to give the paper a grade for each section.

	AREA
	EXCELLENT 

85% to 100%
	GOOD

70% to 85%
	NEEDS WORK

0% to 70%
	Your Grade

	STRUCTURE

This includes the introduction paragraph, argument paragraphs, conclusion paragraph, topic and concluding sentences, transitions, thesis statement, etc.


	This paper is well structured.  The introduction is intelligent with strong definitions of terms, and a focused thesis.  The body is clearly organized around the introduction with unambiguous topic and concluding sentences.  The conclusion is accurately structured with a relevant reflection.
	This paper has an evident structure with some minor problems in the introduction, body, or conclusion.  The thesis may be weak, yet it is intelligible.  Definitions are extant, although they may be vague.  Paragraphs have a beginning, middle, and end, although they may digress in places.
	This paper has little or no structure.  The essay is lacking a definite introduction, thesis, definitions, body, and/or conclusion.  Paragraphs are missing topic sentences and are difficult to follow.  There is little or no overall direction here.
	

	CONVENTIONS

This includes proper referencing of sources, use of third person, present tense, contractions, etc
	The manuscript form is complete and well done.  Footnotes and bibliography are perfect, including punctuation and citations.  The conventions of the formal essay are followed.
	Attention has been paid to the manuscript form.  Footnotes and bibliography are correctly done with some minor punctuation problems.  Most of the conventions of a formal essay have been followed
	Specific elements of the manuscript are haphazard, ignored or missing completely.  Footnotes and bibliography (if needed) are incorrect or missing.  Few of the conventions of a formal essay have been followed
	

	EVIDENCE

This includes use of support, including integration, development, relevance, amount, etc.


	Support is fully adequate for all assertions, and is, perhaps, of an innovative or exceptional nature.  Support is relevant, well-integrated, explained and developed.  There is support from a variety of sources, and the paper doesn’t just rely on the text or novel. 
	Support is adequate for most assertions; however, some points could use more evidence.  Support is generally well integrated, well developed and explained. Support is relevant to the point being made with some minor exceptions.
	There is little or no support for assertions made.  Support is poorly integrated or not integrated at all, lacking in explanation, and/or development.  Support may be irrelevant to the point being made.
	

	ANALYSIS & DEVELOPMENT

This includes overall development, voice, critical thinking, logic, focus, clarity, quality of ideas, and sophistication, etc.
	Overall, the paper is intelligent, lucid, and of a nature which makes it unique or original.  This is unmistakably senior level and above work.  Evidence of higher level thinking exists throughout the paper, and there is clear evidence of thorough preparation and writing.
	Overall, the paper is done according to the specifications given in class.    There might be some higher level thinking skills demonstrated in the paper, although this would be the exception. 
	Overall, the paper is lacking in many characteristics which make for a senior level paper (see above).  The paper might be poorly developed, unclear, sloppy, and/or superficial.  The ideas in the paper may be lacking in sophistication and depth.  As well, the paper may be incoherent or excessively difficult to follow.
	

	MECHANICS

This includes punctuation, grammar, syntax, spelling, vocabulary, syntax, language errors, etc.
	This paper is polished and has been revised, proofread, and reviewed.  Mistakes are an exception, and the paper is articulate and fluid. Vocabulary is well-chosen and varied.
	This paper shows some signs of review and proof reading, although there are still mistakes; however, grammar problems do not substantially interfere with either the reading or understanding of the paper.  Vocabulary is usually appropriate and somewhat varied.  There are fewer than 5 mistakes per page.
	The paper is sloppy and has clearly not been reviewed or proofread prior to handing it in.  There are more than 10 errors per page in punctuation, syntax or spelling.  The problems with grammar make the paper difficult to read and understand.  Vocabulary may be inappropriate or incorrect.
	


