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Hear Ye, Hear Ye!  The introduction is one of those tricky things that is important because it serves as the first impression the reader gets of you as a writer and it sets up the direction of your essay.  There are a few things that you need to remember when writing your introductions.  
1.  Do not rewrite all or part of the prompt.  The AP Reading subjects readers to over 1200 essays, so they yearn for an introduction that does not have the same phrase that they have read almost a thousand times already.  You can get your thesis across effectively without reusing the words that are on the page, and the reader will think that you are an original thinker.
2.  Make sure that you include the title of the book and the author’s name.  You know what novel you are going to discuss; share that with your reader!  Also BE SURE TO UNDERLINE THE TITLE OF THE NOVEL YOU ARE DISCUSSING! Remember to give the reader every reason to believe you are a competent writer.
3.  Provide some context for you discussion.  As you jump into your discussion make sure you provide some clues as to who or what you are about to discuss.  For example, rather than merely saying “Codi, blah, blah, blah...”, say “Codi, the young woman who is the central character in Kingsolver’s novel Animal Dreams..”.

4.  
PROVIDE A THESIS THAT IS CLEAR, CONCISE AND SOMEHOW RESPONDS TO THE PROMPT!  It is critical that you provide a specific direction in your introduction.  You do that by making certain you have a thesis. Remember that your thesis needs to specifically respond to the prompt. 

5.  Avoid the “Carl Sagan” introduction.  Carl Sagan, one of the more interesting people to come along in a while, had a show called “Cosmos.”  In that show he would often say “For billions and billions of years, man has (insert whatever we have wondered about here)...”  As young writers you sometimes have a tendency to try and prove your thesis is important by claiming that it addresses some struggle that has been occurring for generations.  Avoid this impulse.  Get to the discussion of your novel immediately; do not worry about vast, unsolvable issues.

6.  Do not talk about “the Reader” and the effect a passage may or may not have on “the Reader”.  It is best not to try and speak for all of the people who have ever read a particular passage.  It is your task to discuss the effect a literary device has within the given passage; do not discuss its “effect on the reader.”

7.
Avoid wild speculation and official judgment.  Do not speculate as to how a book may have been interpreted had not certain events occurred (sounds obvious, but you would be surprised how often it happens.)  Also, unless you are asked to comment on the quality of a novel, which never happens on the AP exam, avoid singing its praise (i.e. “Kingsolver’s brilliantly written masterpiece of modern fiction...”) or dismissing it.  If you are writing about a novel it is assumed that it is a novel of literary merit.

