 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Age of Sensibility

(1745- 1785) 40 years

CLASS OBJECTIVES
1. To relate the historical context of this period with literary characteristics found in the works of this time.  

2. To learn about the biographies of the authors of this age, and apply them to the reading. 

3. To understand and identify diction, style, tone, and irony in the writings of these periods.

4. To learn about the characteristics of the Enlightenment Period and the Age of Sensibility, and be able to identify them in the writings. 
SCHEDULE

Day One

· Homework: Read Life of Samuel Johnson (pg. 283 in British Lit. Textbook) and from Macbeth (handout). 

· Bring a modern english dictonary. 

Class: 

· Read objectives, historical context, characteristics of the period, biographies, and define terms.  

· Discuss the homework (Life of Samuel Johnson). 

· Discussion of The English Dictonary by Samuel Johnson. 

Day Two

· Homework:Read Letter to Chesterfield (pg. 277 in British Lit. Textbook) 
Class:

· Discuss Letter to Chesterfield.

· Read On the Death of Mr. Robert Levet, a Practiser in Physic. 

· Discuss  On the Death of Mr. Robert Levet, a Practiser in Physic.

· Conclusions  


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 HISTORY

· Many revolutions took place during this period:THE  INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION (1770-1840): Introduced paid labor, urbanization of cities, and many technological advances.

· ARISE OF THE MIDDLE SOCIAL CLASS/BOURGEOISIE: Reduced the gap between rich and poor, people became more literate. More education for everyone.

· THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION (1776): Based on the ideas of the Enlightenment philosophy.

· Exploration and discovery, building nations, empires, colonization, trade and travel

· EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM

TIME LINE


CHARACTERISTICS

The Age of Sensibility was part of the Enlightenment period in Europe

Ideas that governed the Enlightenment Period (1745 - 1785)

· “Emphasized the powers of the mind and turned the to the Roman past models

· Use of reason to solve human problems, and with a rational philosophy

· Science was empirical: Observation was made to take this knowledge and then apply it so that a better world could be made

· Supported the idea of separation of th church, cared more about religious tolerance, demands for civil rights, liberty and political justices

· Social classes, literacy and economic issues and similar interests grew over this period of time 

AGE OF SENSIBILITY/ THE AGE OF JOHNSON

· Transition between rationality present in the Age of Reason and the emotional feelings, main focus of the next age, the Romanticism

· Instinct and feeling, rather than judgement and proof

· Questioned if the power of reason was able to provide certain kinds of knowledge\

· INDIVIDUALISM: Authority was in the individual, no the society


BIOGRAPHIES

	Johnson, Samuel (, known as Dr Johnson) 
	1709 -- 1784 

	Lexicographer, critic, and poet, born in Lichfield, Staffordshire, C England, UK. The son of a bookseller, he studied at Lichfield and Oxford, but left before taking a degree, and became a teacher. In 1737 he went to London, and worked as a journalist. From 1747 he worked for eight years on his Dictionary of the English Language, started the moralistic periodical, The Rambler (1750), and wrote his prose tale of Abyssinia, Rasselas (1759). In 1762 he was given a crown pension, which enabled him to figure as arbiter of letters and social personality, notably in the Literary Club, of which he was a founder member (1764). In 1765 he produced his edition of Shakespeare, from 1772 engaged in political pamphleteering, in 1773 went with Boswell on a tour of Scotland, and later wrote Lives of the Poets (1779--81). His reputation as a man and conversationalist outweighs his literary reputation, and for the picture of Johnson in society we are indebted above all to Boswell.


	Boswell, James 
	1740 -- 1795 

	Man of letters and biographer of Dr Johnson, born in Edinburgh, EC Scotland, UK. He studied at Edinburgh High School and University, then studied civil law at Glasgow, but his ambition was literary fame. At 18 he began his often scandalous journal (only published in the 20th-c), and in 1760 ran away to London, where he led a debauched life. He first met Johnson in 1763, and took him on the memorable journey to the Hebrides. His Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides (1785) appeared after Johnson's death. Its success led him to plan his masterpiece, the Life of Samuel Johnson (1791).



DEFINITION OF TERMS

DICTION: The word choice made by the author, which determines the style of the author. Diction can be described as formal, informal, abstract, concrete, plain, ornate, ordinary, or tecnical.

STYLE: The athor's typical way of writting. The specific choices the author makes with regard to diction, formality, use of rythm, typical sentence length, typical methods of organixation, syntax, figurative language, etc, determine the style of the author.

TONE: The attitude the author has toward the reader and the subject. An author's tone can be formal, informal, friendly, distant, personal, pomptous, earnest, respectful, familiar, or engaging. Tone is determined by diction. 

SUBJECTIVITY: Information colored by the person's attitude and feelings. 

OBJECTIVITY: Information that preserves some widely held truth. 

IRONY: general name given to literary techniues that nvolved surprising, interestig, or amusing contradictions.  




· Verbal Irony: words are used to suggest the opposite of their meaning.

· Dramatic Irony: contradiction between what a character thinks and what the reader knows to be true.

· Irony of Situation: An event that occurs that directly contradicts the expectation of the characters or the reader.
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THE ENGLISH DICTIONARY BY SAMUEL JOHNSON

· How does the tone of the meaning of the words from this dictionary differ from that of a modern dictionary?

· Define subjectivity based on this dictonary. How does subjectivity and objectivity ply a role in these two kinds of dictonaries?

 LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON BY JAMES BOSWELL

·     Read a piece of the essay "from MACBETH" written by Henry Hazlitt, how    

     does this essay's tone conpare to "LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON"? Use 

     reference to the text to support your answer.

· Can you identify and explain LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON's diction and style? Use reference to the text to support your answer.

How does Johnson's word choice, attitude, style, and any other literary techniques you have identified show the characteristics of the period?

LETTER TO CHESTERFIELD

· Can you identify and explain the diction and tone of this letter? Use reference to the text to support your answer.

· What elements of irony and sarcasm are evident in this letter? What is it's purpose? 

· What literary characteristics of the time period can you identify in this letter?

ON THE DEATH OF MR. ROBERT LEVET, A PRACTISER IN PHYSICS

· Can you identify and explain the diction, style and tone of this letter? Use reference to the text to support your answer.

· How do these techiniques (and any others) show the characteristics of the period?









