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Class Objectives

1. Learn how to differentiate the two Augustan Ages, and how they relate to each other. 

a. Origins, themes, political situation.

2. Students should have a brief idea of the lives of the authors of the Augustan Age, and be able to apply them to the reading.

a. Jonathan Swift

b. Alexander Pope

c. Daniel Defoe

3. Learn what a satire is, its elements and learn how to identify it in literature.

4. Read various texts from the Augustan Age and identify the elements learned previously in class. 

Agenda

Day 1

1. Previous Homework: Read a Modest Proposal (pg. 259 in British Literature Textbook) and bring to class.

2. 15 min Read Objectives, historical background, authors, and define satire.

3. 20 min Watch video

4. 10 min Personal Opinions on Modest Proposal.

5. 20 min Have a discussion based on questions on this handout.

6. Homework: read Handout on Education of Women by Daniel Defoe and From An Essay on Man by Alexander Pope (pg 274 on British Literature Textbook).

Day 2

1. 5 min   Re-read poem From An essay on Man.

2. 10 min Discuss poem and do discussion questions on this handout.

3. 20 min Discuss On the Education of Women by Daniel Defoe bases on the discussion questions on this handout.

4. 20 min Compare persuasive elements between Defoe and Swift.

5. 10 min Do summary of elements taken up in class.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Historical context
Growth of absolutism in central and eastern Europe, ca 1680-1790 

The Enlightenment, ca 1680-1800 

1707 - April 25, British defeat at Almanza in Spain - Act of Union, which created Great Britain by finally fully uniting England Wales, and Scotland. 

1708 - July 11, British victory over French at Battle of Oudenarde

1714 - King George I arrives in England as the reigning monarch.

1727 - June 11, George II succeeds his father George I - Death of Sir Issac Newton

1744 - King George’s War (1744 - 1748 ), 15 March, third of four North American wars waged by the British and French 

Background/Historical information 

	Latin Augustan Age (43 B.C. – 18 A.D.)
	British Augustan Age(1700-1745)

	· Named after Emperor Augustus

· Marked by civil peace and prosperity

· Forms the Golden Age of Latin Literature together with the Ciceronian period

· Used poetry, sophisticated verse addressed to a patron or to the emperor.

· Wrote epics, elegies and tragedies.

· Themes: Patriotism, love, and nature

· Virgil: Gorgics

· Horace: Odes, Epistles
· Pollio: Historical events

· Onid: Metamporphoses 
	· Writers saw a parallel between the new political and social stability of their day with the one of Rome under the Caesar Augustus. 

· Forms the Age of Reason together with the Restoration

· Wrote epics, satire, elegies, and tragedies.

· Themes: nature, social issues, 

· During the reign of Queen Anne and George I

· Swift: Gulliver’s Travels 1726, Tale of a Tub 1704, A Modest Proposal 1729

· Alexander Pope: The Dunciad 1720, Essay on Man 1730, Moral Essay 1730

· Daniel Defoe: Robinson Crusoe 1719, Moll Flanders 1722, The Shortest way with the Dissenters 1720


Author’s Biographies

Jonathan Swift (1667-1745).
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Clergyman and satirist, born in Dublin, Ireland. He studied at Dublin, then moved to England, where he became secretary to the diplomat, Sir William Temple. During a visit to Ireland, he was ordained in the Anglican Church (1695). He wrote several poems, then turned to prose satire, exposing religious and intellectual complacency in A Tale of a Tub (1704), and produced a wide range of political and religious essays and pamphlets. He was made dean of St Patrick's, Dublin, at the fall of the Tory ministry in 1714, and afterwards visited London only twice. His world-famous satire, Gulliver's Travels, appeared (anonymously, like all his works) in 1726. In later years he wrote a great deal of light verse, and several essays on such topics as language and manners. He also progressively identified himself with Irish causes, in such works as The Drapier's Letter (1724) and the savagely ironic A Modest Proposal (1729).


(http://search.biography.com/print_record.pl?id=3419)

Daniel Defoe  (1660–1731)
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Writer, born in London, England, UK. He was educated at a dissenting academy, travelled widely in Europe, and set up in the hosiery trade. In 1688 he joined William III's army, and strenuously supported the King's party. In 1702 his satire The Shortest Way with the Dissenters raised much anger with Dissenters and High-Churchmen alike, and he was imprisoned at Newgate for seditious libel, where he continued his pamphleteering. On his release in 1704 he started The Review, writing it single-handed, three times a week, until 1713. During this time, his political conduct became highly equivocal; he supported, rejected, then supported again the Tory minister, Harley. After the accession of George I (1714) he returned to the writing of fiction, and achieved lasting fame with Robinson Crusoe (1719--20). His other major works include A Journal of the Plague Year, Moll Flanders (both 1722), and Roxana (1724).


(http://www.blupete.com/Literature/Biographies/Literary/BiosPoets.htm#P)
Alexander Pope (1688-1744)
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Pope is generally regarded as the leading 18th century English poetic satirist. Pope suffered physical disabilities and was largely self-taught. By age 17, Pope was regarded as a prodigy. While known for his literary quarrels, Pope nevertheless had many close friends (he was a friend of Swift's). In 1711 he became famous with his Essay on Criticism, wherein he defines classicism. In his mock-heroic Rape of the Lock (1714), Pope ridicules the fashionable life. His two most notable poems on love are "Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady" and "Eloise to Abelard." In 1720 he translated the Iliad and in 1726 the Odyssey. Pope's 1725 edition of Shakespeare made him into a rich man. In his later years he wrote The Dunciad being an attack on hack writers. In 1734 there appeared another famous essay of his, an Essay on Man. 


(http://search.biography.com/print_record.pl?id=2017)

Term Definitions

Satire: is writing that uses wit and humor to ridicule vices, follies, stupidities, and abuses. Irony is often an element in satire, as is sarcasm. Satire can take the form of prose, poetry, or drama. Satirists, by directing their barbs toward those they view as offenders, hope to improve the situation-to reform individuals, groups, or humanity as a whole. Satire may be gentle and amusing, or it may be cruel and even vicious. Whatever its tone, satire is usually subtle enough to require the reader to make at least a small mental leap to connect it with its target. 

Famous Satires: Animal Farm (George Orwell), Gulliver’s Travels (Jonathan Swift), Candide (Voltaire), Love and Friendship (Jane Austen), Tom Jones (Henry Fielding).
Heroic Couplet: is a rhyming pair of lines in iambic pentameter. Since it requires the clear thought and precise wording admired by classically inspired writers, it was a favorite verse form among Restoration and eighteenth-century poets. Dryden, Swift, and Pope are among the best-known users of this form. The heroic couplet, concise and quotable, is often used in satire. 
Text Summaries

A Modest Proposal- The full title of Swift's pamphlet is "A Modest Proposal for Preventing the Children of Poor People from Being a Burthen to their Parents, or the Country, and for Making them Beneficial to the Public." The tract is an ironically conceived attempt to "find out a fair, cheap, and easy Method" for converting the starving children of Ireland into "sound and useful members of the Commonwealth." Across the country poor children, predominantly Catholics, are living in squalor because their families are too poor to keep them fed and clothed.

The education of women- Daniel Defoe wrote sincerely about the idea that women should have an education in such subjects like art, literature or music. This persuasive pamphlet expresses in a convincing manner that women are intelligent, sharp and quick and that they deserve and how society will benefit from it.

From An Essay on Man- Humans should study themselves rather than presuming to know God.  The human being is a mass of contradictions, torn between mind and body, thought and passion.  Humans want to reason but fail to do so well, making mistakes both by thinking too little and too much.  They aspire to much, but fail frequently.

Discussion Questions

A Modest Proposal- Jonathan Swift

1. Satire is defined as "making fun of something which is ordinarily considered serious". What is the object of satire in this essay? 
2. Note the following features of the satire and their function in the essay: 

  

                     - the 'tone' of the narration. 

                     - the narrator's declared purpose (thesis?) 

                     - an example of a 'convincing' argument he uses 

                     - his use of statistics 

                     - his 'sources' 

                     - precedents for his "proposal" 

                     - imaginary names 

3. In case the reader misses the point, a satire sometimes finishes with a disclaimer, by which we refer to a statement to the effect that the idea applies to everyone but the author. What is the disclaimer here? 

4.  What sort of persona does Swift create for the "author" of A Modest Proposal?

From Essay on Man- Alexander Pope

1. Pope's poem asserts that we can never really know or understand God, since he is too far above our human mental abilities. So Pope says that we should "Know then thyself." Why does he think that the "proper study of mankind is Man"? 

2. This excerpt both praises and criticizes people. Can you find examples of both? What human qualities does he praise? What human characteristics does he criticize? 

3. Why does the poet assert that people are "The glory, jest, and riddle of the world"? 

4. Do you agree or disagree with Pope's view of humanity? Explain your answer.

The education of women – Daniel Defoe

1. Pamphelets try to convince readers, how is this one persuasive? What elements does the author use to bring forth this persuasive message?
2.  How does this essay relate to the historical context? Can a change in mentality be perceived? What are the causes of this?
3. Do you feel that this is a true proposal? Is the author being honest? Give examples stating why or why not.
4.  Looking at the last paragraph in the text, is this a disclaimer like the one that Swift gave in the last paragraph of his pamphlet “A modest proposal”?  How are these two similar? how are they different?

