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KATE CHOPIN (1851-1904)

Kate Chopin was born in St. Louis. Her immigrant Irish father died when she was four. In 1870 she married Oscar Chopin, a cotton broker and went to live with him in New Orleans. In 1882, after her husband died, she moved back to St. Louis with their six kids. Friends encouraged her to write, and when she was forty years old she published her first novel At Fault (1890). Her stories appeared in magazines such as Century and Harper’s Magazine. Her most famous novel The Awakening was published in 1899. Her subjects include women’s emotions, relationships with men and society’s expectations vs. individual desires. Her work Story of an Hour is championed as a revolutionary feminist text. She died of a stroke in 1904. 




GUSTAVE FLAUBERT (1821-1880)

Flaubert was the son of a surgeon. His mother encouraged him to read literature and write plays when he was still a child and was a great influence on him throughout his lifetime. As a teenager he fell in love with Elisa Schlésinger, who was married and some 10 years his senior. He attended school in Rouen and began to study law, but in 1844 began to suffer from attacks of epilepsy, so he gave up law, went to live with his widowed mother and decided to devote himself to literature. Madame Bovary took five years to complete and was published in 1857. The novel provoked a controversial outrage. Flaubert was even tried and acquitted on charges of immorality for it. The character of Emma was important to the author - society offered her no escape and Flaubert once said of her: "Emma, c'est moi." He suffered from syphilis throughout his lifetime, weight problems and eventually died of a cerebral hemorrhage. 







ANTON CHEKHOV (1860-1904)

Chekhov was born in Tanarog, Russia. He was the grandson of an indentured servant and the son of an unsuccessful grocer. He wrote his first short stories while he was a medical student in Moscow University, to help his family pay off debts. Chekhov graduated from medical school in 1884 and also began writing seriously around this time. He is now critically acclaimed as the inventor of the modern short story and has had a great influence on modern writers with his keen observations of character’s everyday lives. He once said of his writing, "All I wanted was to say honestly to people: 'Have a look at yourselves and see how bad and dreary your lives are!'”He also wrote several plays such as Three Sisters and The Seagull. He died of tuberculosis in a German health resort.
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MARK TWAIN (1835 – 1910)
Samuel Langhorne Clemens was born in Florida, Missouri. Twain is considered the greatest humorist of 19th Century American literature. His novels and stories about the Mississippi River "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer" (1876) and "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" (1894) are still popular with modern readers. Like many authors of his day he had little formal education; what education he had came from the print shops and newspaper offices where he worked as a youth. He also worked as a newspaper writer and riverboat pilot. He wrote his first popular story, "The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County" in 1865 and is created for bringing the everyday dialogue of ordinary people into mainstream fiction.

