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Main Characteristics: 

· Movement that arose in European intellectuals in the 17th and 18th centuries.

· Eradicated in France, but its beginnings were marked by the Glorious Revolution (1688) in Great Britain.  

· The rebirth from darkness in a new love for reason, science and humanity’s capacity to change and create its surroundings through the use of technology.

· It was encouraged by the discovery of the rest of the world (Asia, Africa and the Americas) and by Descartes, Spinoza, Hobbes and Locke

· Characterized by a questioning and rejection of religion (specially Christianity)

· Scientific forces of physics and science replaced the figure of God

· Began anti-clerical movements

· Concentrated on making this life better rather than on assuring salvation

· Widespread Deism and Skepticism

· Contradicted the Catholic Church’s teachings: Humanity is not innately corrupt. Pleasure is a worthy end of life. Etc. 

· Characterized by questioning of politics

· The idea of the “Divine Right” of royalty was brought down. 

· Rejected ancient way of considering historical change as being cyclical, rather considered historical change as the record of progress of human kind towards perfection and reason.

· Movement for freedom of the individual. Every reform was made to fulfill individual interests.

· Based on a new method of thought called “Dare to know” (Kant)

· Believed in discovering through observation and experimenting

· Disregard and lack of appreciation of the Greek Classics and the Bible (mythological quality) 

· Newton and his laws where regarded as a link between mankind and the greater cosmos.

· Allot of inconsistency and contradictions between thinkers due to the idea of experimentation.

· Social Setting: characterized by a constantly changing society because of commerce and industrialization. 

· Period characterized by increasing levels of literacy (reading was no only for the nobility and the clergy)

· Economic: Free Market

· The Church would no longer handle the economy

· Each individual would handle the marked to fulfill self interest

· Adam Smith’s concept of “Invisible Hand” on the market. 

· International movement:

· Germany: Kant

· England: Hume and Locke

· Italy: Beccaria

· USA: Franklin and Jefferson

· France: The Philosophes (Diderot, Voltaire, Rousseau, etc)

· The writers and thinkers where questioned, attacked and censured by the church and government.

PHILOSOPHERS OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT:

· Isaac Newton and his work The “Principia”

· His basic philosophy was based on Mathematical concepts in order to explain physical and universal phenomena’s such as gravitation. His findings are the basis for the love of rationale in the enlightenment.

· John Locke and his work “An Essay Concerning Human Understanding”

· His basic philosophy emphasizes the formulation of ideas through experience, observation and experimentation. He believed that humanity was innately good and therefore should enjoy from the liberty provided by a limited government.

· Jean Jaques Rousseau and his work “Discourse on the Origin and Foundation of Inequality Among Mankind”, “Émile” and “The Social Contract”

· He believed that primitive and natural humans are more developed and superior than civilized individuals. As a result, all civilizing institutions, science and art are considered corruptive of making and therefore negative for its development.

· Believed in freedom of expression rather than in repression as a tool to create a well balanced well rounded human being.

· He also believed that the will of many should prevail over the divine right and therefore served as the steppingstone of the French Revolution. Believed in EQUALITY and INDIVIDUALITY

· Voltaire and his works “Candid”, “For and Against”, “La Henriade”, “Edipe” and “Poem of the League”

· Although he does not deny the existence of God, throughout his works he stresses the need for the elimination of the clergy, based on their extreme amount of power and corruption. Considers that any religion that forces the acceptance of its dogmas or that condemns their rejection is fanaticism and therefore proposes a new view of God called Deism. Finally, he blames religion as the source of conflict in the world

· Anything that cannot be explained through reason (such as superstition, religion) should  be declared irrational and invalid. 

· Believed in freedom of thought and tolerance as the basis of morale.

· Literature should be based on reality and the problems of the time in which it was written.

· Montesquieu and his works “Persian Letters”, “The Spirit of Laws” and “Thoughts on the Causes of the Greatest and the Downfall of the Romans”

· After an analysis of the three types of government (Monarchy, Republic and Despotism), he concludes that there is no relationship between the geography, climate and atmosphere of a place and the kind of government that gets formed there. 

· Mocked and questioned French literature, politics, society and religion. 

AUTHORS OF THE AGE OF JOHNSON:

· Henry Fielding (1707-1754):

· Was born in a very rich aristocratic family in Somerset, England

· Studied at Eton and then at Leyden University where he pursued a degree in letters and law

· Lost his fortune to a broker and therefore decided to write plays ( he was very successful at) and novels.

· He wrote the first English novel that did not use the epistolary format. 

· His career came to an end when the Act of 1737 that placed all plays under the supervision of lord Chamberlain.

· He’s first novels came as a mocking satire of Richardson’s Pamela, but because of their representation of a humble and different hero and of the lower classes of Britain, they became comedic by themselves.

· He then continued working as a newspaper writer and then evolved into becoming a justice who fought for the elimination of crime in London.

· Famous works: Tom Thumb, The History of the Adventures of Joseph and of His Friend Mr. Abraham Adams, Apology of the Life of Mrs. Shamela Andrews, The History of Tom Jones a Foundling, Amelia, Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon. 

· Was considered a “Libertine” for believing in enjoying life to the fullest

· Samuel Johnson (1709-1784):

· Was born in Lichfield, England the son of a humble bookseller

· He was self-educated through the books in his father’s library and then went to Oxford University.

· He could not finish his career due to financial issues and as a result suffered a mental breakdown.

· In 1737 went to London to try a literary career with the founding of The Rambler, his newspaper. In this newspaper he diffused essays on literature, criticism and moral theory. 

· Founded several newspapers that he used to write criticism to politics, satires, reports on parliament and biographies. 

· Suffered from poverty and therefore had to work more on miscellaneous and political writings instead of literary, his real dream.

· Famous Works: The Vanity of Human Wishes, The Dictionary of the Human Language, Rasselas Prince of Abyssinia, On the Death of Mr. Robert Levet, The life of English Poets, Edition on Shakespeare. 

· Samuel Richardson (1689-1761)

· Born in Derbyshire, England, and became the pupil of a printer

· Later on he built his own printing shop

· Became a very famous letter writer and began to write models for letters

· Became a famous novelist as well (known as the founder of the English Novel). He used the Epistolary format (letters) as the way of writing.

· Believed strongly in including feelings and therefore the points of views of different characters throughout the work.

· Known for his sentimentality and understanding of the female mind. 

· Famous Works: Familiar Letters, Clarissa, Pamela, The History of Sir. Charles Grandison. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AGE OF SENSIBILITY:

· The favorite literary genre of the time was literary criticism: Shakespeare, Chaucer, Spencer and Milton. This was placed as a common and recognized literary act.

· Used a critical and historical perspective: “let the fact be first stated and then be examined” Johnson

· Followed the neoclassical format of Nicolas Boileau but accepted the inclusion of feelings and personal vision. 

· Considered the nature of inspiration, the esthetics of the piece and the literary process

· Johnson:

· Literary judgment must be related to experience and should come from perception and not perception

· Literature is only viable if it clarifies human experience 

· Singularity= deformity: literature should concentrate on a universal theme or issue such as moral.

· Search for accuracy: Johnson’s famous English Dictionary of the Latin Roots.

· This period is also characterized by the making of several biographies and autobiographies.

· The first novels where published in this term, most of which are written in epistolary form. 

· The structure of prose is rigid, strict and simple.

· Some of the pieces reflect a mockery of society and government. 
