AP CLASS LESSON PLANS
TOPIC OF PRESENTATION: Jacobean & Metaphysical Period

NAMES OF PRESENTERS: Laura Albarracín & Juliana Buenaventura 

CLASS OBJECTIVES & SUBOBJECTIVES AND/OR ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

Class objective: 

· To understand metaphysical poetry (themes, style, rhyme scheme, and meter) as demonstrated by John Donne’s poems: “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning” and “The Flea”. 
Subobjectives:
· How “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning” highlights love as a spiritual connection between both persons rather than a simple physical attraction. Explain the importance of love for Donne and prepare students for the analysis of “The Flea”, a satiric poem that approaches the theme in a humorous way but has the same transcendental meaning of love. 

· Continuance with last classes’ presentation of meter. Familiarize the students with iambic penta and tetra meters as used by Donne in his poems. 

· Understand the style of writing used in the metaphysical period as shown by a final comparison of “The Flea” and “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning”.
Essential Questions: 
· In which ways are John Donne’s poems an exemplification of the metaphysical period?
· How does John Donne’s poetry differ from Marlowe and Shakespeare? 

CLASS ACTIVITIES AND PLANNED TIMES:

· Crossword puzzle in which students can actively analyze John Donne’s “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning” (15 min.)
· Correction of crossword puzzle and analysis of the poem’s content and significance. (20 min.)
· Pass out copies of “The Flea” and complete the activities-group work. (15 min)
· Discuss Group work regarding “The Flea” (10 min)
· Conclusion- With an overhead projector, compare & contrast “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning” and “The Flea” with characteristics of the metaphysical period. (10 min)
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR CLASS AND JUSTIFICATION

Overhead Projector for visual aid required for the concluding activity. 
HOMEWORK

· We will let you know by tomorrow. 
EVALUATION

· Examining the level of participation in class discussions and group activity completion. 
REMEMBER THAT YOUR LESSON PLANS ARE DUE ON OR BEFORE YOUR ACTUAL LESSON AND THAT YOUR PRESENTATION PACKETS ARE DUE WITHIN A WEEK OF YOUR PRESENTATION.

PLEASE INCLUDE A COPY OF THESE PLANS WITH YOUR PACKET.

	
	THE FLEA.
by John Donne



MARK but this flea, and mark in this,
How little that which thou deniest me is ;
It suck'd me first, and now sucks thee, 
And in this flea our two bloods mingled be.
Thou know'st that this cannot be said
A sin, nor shame, nor loss of maidenhead ;
    Yet this enjoys before it woo,
    And pamper'd swells with one blood made of two ;
    And this, alas ! is more than we would do.

O stay, three lives in one flea spare,
Where we almost, yea, more than married are.
This flea is you and I, and this
Our marriage bed, and marriage temple is.
Though parents grudge, and you, we're met,
And cloister'd in these living walls of jet.
    Though use make you apt to kill me,
    Let not to that self-murder added be,
    And sacrilege, three sins in killing three.

Cruel and sudden, hast thou since
Purpled thy nail in blood of innocence?
Wherein could this flea guilty be,
Except in that drop which it suck'd from thee?
Yet thou triumph'st, and say'st that thou
Find'st not thyself nor me the weaker now.
'Tis true ; then learn how false fears be ;
Just so much honour, when thou yield'st to me,
Will waste, as this flea's death took life from thee.




http://www.luminarium.org/sevenlit/donne/flea.htm
1. Having knowledge of Donne’s preferred themes (spiritual love, eroticism, etc) find a symbol which best demonstrates this tendency in his poem, “The Flea”. Justify your answer. 

2. Find the poem’s rhyme scheme and meter. 
