Modernism:

-Emerged in mid 19th century in France. (1890-1970)

-At its height from 1900-1940.

-Rooted in the idea that “traditional” forms of art, literature, social organization and daily life had become outdated, and it was therefore essential to sweep them aside and 

reinvent culture.

-Modernism as a literary movement is seen as a reaction to the emergence of city life as a central force in society.

-Encouraged the re-examination of every aspect of existence (Commerce, Government, Philosophy etc) to find out what was holding back progress.

-Defined by its move away from Romanticism

-Ventures into a traditionally mundane subject matter (Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock)

-Marked by pessimism, a clear rejection of the optimism apparent in Victorian Lit.

-A common motif is that of an alienated individual, “a dysfuncional individual trying in vain to make sense of a predominantly urban and fragmented society”

-Many are marked by the absence of a central, heroic figure (The Waste Land)

Featured Authors were:  T. S. Eliot, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, W.B. Yeats, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ezra Pound, Gertrude Stein, H.D., Franz Kafka, Menno ter Braak and Ernest Hemingway.

Open and ambiguous endings

Playing with time

Experimentation with form
Formal Characteristics
· Open Form 

· Free Verse 

· Discontinuous narrative 

· Juxtaposition 

· Intertextuality 

· Classical allusions 

· Borrowings from other cultures and languages 

Thematic Characteristics

· Breakdown of social norms and cultural sureties 

· Alienation of the individual within their broken and fractured community 

· Dislocation of meaning and sense from its normal context 

· Valorization of the despairing individual in the force of an unmanagable future 

· Rejection of history and the substitution of a mythical past, borrowed without chronology 

· Product of the metropolis, of cities and urbanscapes 

