 Modernism:

· Seen as a quest for new ideas that where more pertinent to twentieth century life. A counteraction to the feelings of uncertainty and disappointment left after WWI.

· Wanted to capture the essence of modern life in the content of their work. 

· Very Diverse: every writer has personal and professional differences with the rest, usually breaking with traditional forms of prose.

· Fragmented literature: avoiding traditional transitions and explanations.

· Themes:

· Implied themes in order to create uncertainty. Readers are demanded to form their own conclusions. 

· Usually these themes included uncertainty, bewilderment, and the meaningless of modern life. 

· Pursuit of the American Dream: America as the land of Eden.

· Also a touch of optimism and importance of the individual.

· Darwinism and Marxism are also present.

· Imagism:

· Poetic movement that avoided the sentimentalism of previous 19th century literature.

· Pursued harsh, clear and plain expressions tailored in everyday speech.

· The Expatriates:

· Group of exiled American authors who settled in Paris and met the great Modernist Gertrude Stein. This woman was the first to use the term “lost generation” to portray the sadness and disappointment of the postwar era.

· Fitzgerald, Hemmingway, Ezra Pound, T.S. Elliot.

· Techniques:

· The Stream of Consciousness: recreate the natural flow of the thoughts of characters. based on recent psychological discoveries.

· Written in a specific point of view, or a shift in points of view, in order to shape perceptions based on characters personal background.

· Interior Monologues.

· Presentation of a series of thoughts, memories and insights connected only by a character’s natural association. 

· Genres:

· Nobles, Plays, Poetry

· Very experimental for each writer has a unique style. 

· Nobel Prize (1901): during the modernist period, American literature began to be recognized world wide. One of the best representation of this recognition was the Nobel Prize for Literature

· Sinclair Lewis (1930), Eugene O’Neill (1936), Pearl S. Buck (1938), T.S. Elliot (1948), William Faulkner (1949), Ernest Hemmingway (1954), John Steinbeck (1962).

· The Harlem Renaissance: a movement brought by African-American modernist writers located in Harlem, Manhattan. Most of these writers were of southern background. 

