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· Situation in America: nation achieving world dominance, but loosing the innocence of a youthful nation. 

· Environment of world wars, decade of American economic prosperity, devastating worldwide depression. 

· The conditions of the early twentieth century forged the literary movement of modernism

· Years preceding WWI were characterized by an overwhelming optimism

· There were numerous technological advances that created a sense of a promising future.

· WWI broke out in 1914 and social issues within America were relegated to focus on the conflict in Europe.

· WWI was one of the bloodiest and most tragic conflicts in the history of the world

· The war dragged on for various years, with rising indexes of destruction and mortality without any progress because of innovations such as the machine gun.

· President Woodrow Wilson wanted to keep the United States in a neutral position in the war but it was impossible and finally it joined the allies: England, France, Italy and Russia.

· Americans were confident of their troops at the beginning of the war, however this feeling was soon consumed as people began to witness the levels of destruction and mortality

· Writters such as Ernest Hemingway and E. E. Cummings that participated in the war and experienced the devastation expressed their negative views on what was happening.

· The end of the war 1918 brought a lot of insecurity within American

· In 1919 with the prohibition of alcohol there began to be a lot of smuggling, law breaking, crimes and violence between gangs.

· There was an economic recession between 1920 and 1921 and then the economy boomed and created a lot of urban development 

· The movie business became big in the country

· The entertainment industry became big and a lot of buildings became studios, nightclubs and theaters.  

· In October 1929 the stock market crashed and the Great Depression began.

· The Great Depression worsened social conditions and created high rates of unemployment and poverty.

· Franklin D. Roosevelt won the election and the country´s situation began to improve, yet it never reached the prosperity of the 1920`s

· WWII and Pear Harbor in 1941, Americans wanted to remain neutral after the devastion of WWI but they finally became declared war to the Axis Powers: Japan, Germany and Italy

MODERNISM

· The devastation of WWI brought an end to the sense of optimism that was characteristic to the years before the war. 

· There was a common feeling of uncertainty, disjointedness and disillusionment.

· People sought to find new ideas that better fitted the twentieth century life, this quest for new ideas permeated the world of literature and the movement of Modernism was born.

· Modernists sough to capture the essence of modern life in their work.

· To reflect main characteristics of the modern world, such as its fragmentation, Modernists constructed their works out of fragments. 

