Steinbeck

· Born February 27th 1902 in Salinas, California
· His native region, was later the setting of the majority of his works.
· Steinbeck’s father, John Ernest Steinbeck, was a county treasurer and his mother, Olive Hamilton Steinbeck, was a teacher, from who he learned his love for books.
· 1919 graduated from the Salinas High School, through his high school years he worked on farms and ranches during vacations. 
· Began attending Stanford University
· 1925 went to New York City and began working odd jobs including manual labor for construction of Madison Square Garden, etc.
· 1929 published his first novel named “Cup of Gold”
· 1930 Married Carol Henning and moved to the family home in Pacific Grove, they got divorced in 1942.
· During the early 1930’s Steinbeck met Edward Ricketts, whose views on the interdependence of all of life deeply influenced Steinbeck’s thinking. 
· 1933 “To a God Unknown” was published in which Steinbeck reflected Ricketts’ thinking
· 1934 his mother died in the Salinas home, and Steinbeck stayed at home to take care of her. A year later his father died as well. 
· 1936 “Of Mice and Men” was published
· 1938 Steinbeck published “The Grapes of Wrath” which inspired nationwide attention on the living conditions and exploitation of farm workers. He won the Pulitzer Prize for the novel. 
· 1943 married Gwyndolyn Conger and divorced her in 1948.
· Around1943 during WWII he became a war correspondent in Europe for the Herald Tribune of New York
· He came back to the US but was unwelcome in his own words he felt – “This isn’t my country anymore”
· One of his post-war major works was “The Pearl” published in 1947
· 1949 Met Elaine Scott and married her the next year, with whom he had two sons, one named Thomas and the other named John, who was hospitalized at the age of 7 for codeine addiction.
· 1952 his work the “East of Eden” was published, which was one of his major works about the history of the Salinas Valley (where he was born).
· 1960 Traveled around the America with his poodle Charley, based on this travel he wrote “Travels with Charley”
· 1962 Steinbeck received the Nobel Price in Stockholm
· He died of a heart attack the 20th of December 1968, in New York City.
