MODERNISM 

Group D- Nathalia Arenas and Natalia Pedroza

Lesson Plan:
Day 1:

Bring Read:

1. The Three Pictures, by Virginia Woolf from your British Lit. Book pg. 690-691 

2. Battle Tactics, by Farley Mowat from your POD book pg. 156 

In Class Reading:

3. The Children's Campaign, by Par Lagerkvist from your OTAP book (Of Time and Place) pg. 429

***Don't forget to bring your book to class because there will be NO HANDOUTS for this.***

Day 2:

Bring Read:

1. The Last Judgment, by Karel Capek from your OTAP book pg. 28.

2. The Poor, by Carlo Cassola from your OTAP book pg. 252 

In Class Reading:

3. Foursome, by Eugene Ionesco from your OTAP book pg. 344 

***Don't forget to bring your book to class because there will be NO HANDOUTS for this.***

To refresh your mind:
· Modernism was born after WWI when there was an end to the past optimism.

· People experienced uncertainty and disillusionment.

· This leads to the search of new ideas that fit their new life, as it does in literature and MODERNISM IS BORN.

· Characteristics: the works reflect  the modern world and authors omit fragments, resolutions, or explanations. 

· Keep in mind: Imagism, the demand for clear and concrete images. 

 : The Expatriates, or “the lost generation”. 

· Literary Technique of the time: 
· Stream-of-conscience technique: to re-create the natural flow of a character’s thoughts.
Authors:
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Virginia Woolf (1882 - 1941) 

http://www.knowledgerush.com/kr/jsp/db/biography.jsp?authorId=179&authorName=Virginia+Woolf
Adeline Virginia Stephen was born in London, Woolf was brought up and educated at home. In 1895, following the death of her mother, she had the first of numerous nervous breakdowns. She later claimed to have been frequently molested by Gerald Duckworth, her half-brother, and to have suffered psychologically from the experience. Following the death of her father (Sir Leslie Stephen, an editor and literary critic) in 1904, she moved with her sister, Vanessa, and two brothers to a house in Bloomsbury. Her novels are considered revolutionary as they pioneered literary modernism. Her most famous novel, "To the Lighthouse", which was written in 1927, examines the life of an upper middle class British family. It portrays the fragility of human relationships and the collapse of social values. She was also a feminist, socialist, and pacifist who expressed her beliefs in essays such as "A Room of One's Own". 
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Farley Mowat (1921-  ) http://schwinger.harvard.edu/~terning/bios/Mowat.html 

He is a Canadian novelist born in Belleville, Ontario. He is son of a librarian and grew up in Saskatoon, loving animals, he kept an alligator and birds inside his house. In 1935 his uncle, an ornithologist, took him on a trip to the Arctic, which awakened his love of nature, and shaped his later life. He served in the Canadian army during WWII and graduated from the University Toronto in 1949. He has supported himself solely through writing since then. His books have been translated into twenty-two languages. He was denied entry to the United States during the Reagan Administration Some novels are: Lost in the Barrens (1956) won the Governor General's award, The Black Joke (1962), The Curse of the Viking Grave (1966).
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Lagerkvist, Pär Fabian (1891-1974) 
Lagerkvist, Pär Fabian (1891-1974), Swedish writer and Nobel laureate; regarded as a highly creative writer, he was concerned with political and social issues and, above all, with the problem of good and evil in humans. Lagerkvist was born in Växjö and educated at the University of Uppsala. His first works, including some poetry, were published in 1912. The following year he went to Paris, where he was influenced by expressionism in modern art. In 1917 he wrote his first play and two years later became the theater critic for a Stockholm newspaper. He had profound influence on modern Swedish poetry; in 1940 he was elected to the Swedish Academy. He received the 1951 Nobel Prize in literature. Pär Lagerkvist died in 1974.

Biography of Carlo Cassola will be done orally in class.



Karel Capek ( ?-1938) http://www.imagi-nation.com/moonstruck/clsc23.html
Karel Capek became a journalist and for a time stage manager of the theatre in Vinohrady. Olga Scheinpflugova, a prominent actress, was his wife. Though a writer of novels, visionary romances, travel books, stories, and essays, Karel is best known for his plays. The Insect Play took the world by storm and was performed to great acclaim in London and New York. This pessimistic allegory of man's rapaciousness and stupidity, as duplicated in the insect world, is as neatly contrived as it is uncomfortably true. R.U.R. (Rossum's Universal Robots), which introduced the word robot into the English language, conceives a future in which all workers will be automated. Their ultimate revolt when they acquire souls and the ensuing cotastrophe comprise an exciting, vivid theatrical experience. His last plays, written just before the entry of Hitler into Czechoslovakia, deal with the rise of dictatorship and the terrible consequences of war. Karel Capek died on Christmas Day, 1938. 
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Eugene Ionesco (1912-1994)

Born November 26, 1912, in Slatina, Romania. Ionesco was one of the foremost playwrights of the theater of the absurd. The son of a Romanian father and a French mother, he spent most of his childhood in France but in his early teenage years returned to Romania, where he qualified as a teacher of French and married in 1936. He returned to France in 1938 to complete his doctoral thesis. Caught by the outbreak of war in 1939, he remained there, eventually becoming a gifted writer. He was made a member of the Académie Française in 1970. He died on March 28, 1994 and is buried in the Cimetiere de Montparnasse, Paris, France. 

