Monologue Activity

THE STORY OF AN HOUR

· Where is the irony in the story?

· What does the story say about the life of American women in the late 1800’s?

· What sort of character change does Mrs. Mallard undergo?

· What sort of subtle character descriptions does Chopin use to develop Mrs. Mallard?

· What are the forces that Mrs. Mallard finds herself conflicted between in the story?

· At what point in the story does “Mrs. Mallard” become “Louise”?

THE DARLING

· What do you think Chekhov intended portraying Olenka as he did? Is there an underlying criticism in his portrayal?

· What techniques does the author use to characterize the protagonist? 

· Is Olenka a pitiful or annoying character? 

· Did your feelings about Olenka undergo any change from beginning to the end of the story? If so, how would you describe this change and why did it take place?

MADAME BOVARY

· What sort of contrast is made between Madame Bovary’s romantic dreams and the reality of her everyday life?

· What does this story have to say about realism vs. romanticism?

· What does this story show about middle-class life?

· What is the view of marriage found within this story?

· What sort of opinion do you form about Madame Bovary from this piece? How does Flaubert’s tone aid the formation of this opinion?
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