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Naturalism

· In literature, the theory that literary composition should be based on an objective, empirical presentation of human beings. 

· Differs from realism in adding an amoral attitude to the objective presentation of life. 

· Naturalistic writers regard human behavior as controlled by instinct, emotion, or social and economic conditions, and reject free will, adopting instead, in large measure, the biological determinism of Charles Darwin and the economic determinism of Karl Marx.

· First exhibited in the writings of 19th-century French authors, especially Edmond Louis Antoine de Goncourt, his brother Jules Alfred Huot de Goncourt, and Émile Zola. 

· One of the first American exponents of naturalism was Frank Norris, whose novel McTeague (1899) is a classic study of the interplay between instinctual drives and environmental conditions. 

· Other notable writers of naturalistic fiction were Sherwood Anderson, John Dos Passos, Theodore Dreiser, and James T. Farrell.

Characteristics: Characters. Frequently but not invariably ill-educated or lower-class characters whose lives are governed by the forces of heredity, instinct, and passion. Their attempts at exercising free will or choice are hamstrung by forces beyond their control; social Darwinism and other theories help to explain their fates to the reader. See June Howard's Form and History for information on the spectator in naturalism. 

Setting. Frequently an urban setting, as in Norris's McTeague.

Techniques and plots. Walcutt says that the naturalistic novel offers "clinical, panoramic, slice-of-life" drama that is often a "chronicle of despair" (21). The novel of degeneration-

Authors
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Benjamin Franklin Norris (March 5, 1870 - October 25, 1902) was an American novelist during the Progressive Era, classifiable as a muckraker. Born in Chicago, Illinois, he studied painting in Paris for two years, attending the University of California, Berkeley between 1890 and 94 and then spending another year at Harvard University. He was a news correspondent in South Africa in 1895, an editorial assistant on the San Francisco Wave (1896 - 97), and a war correspondent in Cuba for McClure's Magazine in 1898. He joined the New York City publishing firm of Doubleday & Page in 1899. He died after an operation for appendicitis. Norris was the United States' first important naturalist writer. 

(http://www.knowledgerush.com/kr/jsp/db/author.jsp?authorId=64&authorName=Frank+Norris)
Stephen Crane (1871-1900)
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Stephen Crane was born in Newark, New Jersey. After attending Syracuse University for one semester, he started working as a freelance reporter in the slums of New York City. He published his first work, Maggie, a Girl of the Streets(1893), drawing on this experience. Crane is best known for The Red Badge of Courage(1895), a realistic look at the Civil War. Crane served as a correspondent during the Spanish-American War in 1898. At that time, he published The Open Boat and Other Stories(1898). In 1897, he moved to England and associated himself with such writers as Joseph Conrad and Henry James. Crane practiced a type of writing style known as naturalism, known for it's realistic and bleak outlook on the power of humanity to overcome natural forces. Stephen Crane died of tuberculosis, which he caught accompanying an expedition from the United States to Cuba.
(owleyes.org/crane.htm)
Impressionism

· In writing, it allows someone to use descriptions and interpretations of events that may seem quite subjective, but in fact, are the “impressions” of the author.
· Impressionism began as a school of painting in France in the second half of the nineteenth century as a reaction against the formalism of the dominant academic style. 
· It was an attempt to accurately record visual reality in terms of the transient effects of light and color by using spontaneous small strokes of unmixed primary colors. Impressionists abandoned the traditional painting values of detail and clarity to convey a subjective realism to an object or scene.
· The influence of impressionism spread to music, most notably in the lilting songs of composers like Claude Debussy and Erik Satie.
· This new musical language was free of superimposed formal constraints and deterministic tonal harmony. Melodies were frequently elusive. The short brush strokes of impressionist painters were similar to the short melodic lines of narrow scope used by composers. Repeated melodic fragments were common. 
· Impressionistic rhythms were frequently not clear-cut or predictable. The blurring of traditional tonal progressions were analogous to the impressionist painters' technique of avoiding hard edges and sudden sharp contrasts.
· Although impressionism eventually made small inroads into literature, it was mostly associated with a school of poetry also known as symbolist (e.g. Baudelaire). 
· The impressionistic writer's style was named for its use of language to illustrate the transitory, vague, complex, and subjective nature of human experience. As a prose author, James Joyce demonstrated a radical type of impressionism (stream of consciousness) in "Ulysses" and "Finnegan's Wake," but his other writing was much more traditional.
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Edwin Arlington Robinson (December 22, 1869 - April 6, 1935) was an American poet, who won three Pulitzer Prizes, for his work. 

Born and raised in Maine to a wealthy family, he was the youngest of three sons and not groomed to take over the family business. Instead, he pursued poetry since childhood, joining the local poetry society as its youngest member. He attended Harvard, but his personal life was soon beset by a chain of tragedies that are reflected in his work. His father died from black diphtheria. Because of the highly infectious nature of the disease, the local mortician was unwilling to even tend to the body, forcing Robinson and his brothers to bury her themselves. For several years, Robinson lived in poverty, continuing to write and publish with the help of his friends. His first break came in 1905, when President Teddy Roosevelt read one of Robinson's early works, Children of the Night. Soon after, he wrote The Town down the River, and the  Arthurian trilogy, Merlin, Lancelot, and Tristram. 

In 1922, Robinson received the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry for his Collected Poems: He won it again in 1925 for The Man Who Died Twice and in 1928 for Tristram, the third part of his trilogy. With his new-found fame and fortune, he made a radical change in his lifestyle too, tending to himself and even starting to drink again, claiming that he was doing it to protest Prohibition. He published regularly until the day he died, in New York City in 1935.

(http://www.knowledgerush.com/kr/jsp/db/author.jsp?authorId=54&authorName=Edwin+Arlington+Robinson)
Edgar Lee Masters (1868 – 1950) 

Political activist, Lawyer, and Poet.
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Edgar Lee Masters began his career as a lawyer, and was greatly involved in politics. After having written several pamphlets criticizing Imperialism, provoked by the beginning of war in the Philippines, he was shunned by the conservative lawyers of Chicago and was forced to find employment with the radicals. During this time, he wrote most of his poetry. Edgar Lee Masters dedicated his life to "Reforming" the American government, and, by the time of his death, felt that he had done so successfully.
(http://www.literatureclassics.com/authors/Masters/)

Determinism
· Three major blows to self-esteem of humans:  the earth is not the center of the universe; man was descended from lower animals; human behavior is primarily instinctive and motivated by unconscious processes. (Copernicus, Freud, Darwin)
· For many historians, the modern era began with replacing the static (medieval and pre-medieval) world with a dynamic one. Martin Luther broke the catholic monopoly on god, and made both religion and faith a matter of a living inner process. 
· Once the objectivity of church was broken – it was never to totally recover again. Nicolaus Copernicus revised the way of looking on the earth and sun (in the 16th century) – the earth is no longer static and the centre of the universe. The heliocentric theory that Copernicus had published argued that Earth was just a planet, revolving around the sun, nowhere near being the centre of the universe. 
· So did Charles Darwin – and a human being after the ‘the origin of species’ (1859) was not god’s peak of creation any more. Man was not the ruler of inferior beasts, but rather a link in an infinite chain of adjustments, an animal. All of the great men mentioned above did much more than presenting new ideas, new theories. 
· They changed a point of view, they brought about a shift in paradigm, forcing all the fields of knowledge to adopt the new way. They have created a new path, which demanded a new language and different concepts. And this is exactly what Sigmund Freud has done.

http://www.imt.co.il/freudrevolutionist.htm
Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914?) 

[image: image5.jpg]


Was the author of supernatural stories that have secured his place in both the weird tradition and in American letters at large. Apart from a few well-anthologized ghost stories (notably, "An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge"), Bierce is best remembered for his cynical but humorous Devil's Dictionary. Bierce was born in Ohio on June 24, 1842. He served as an officer in the Union Army during the American Civil War from 1861 to 1865. He is noted for his tales of the Civil War, which drew on his own experience as a Union cartographer and officer. His first job in journalism was as editor for the San Francisco News-Letter and California Advertiser. His true love was satire in any form -- whether ghost story or fable, newspaper column or lyrical lambaste, fantasy or pseudo-lexicography. His works added a Western setting to Gothic fiction and, more importantly, developed the psychological aspects of horror first recognized by Poe. 

In time, Bierce established himself a kind of literary dictator of the West Coast and was so respected and feared as a critic that his judgment could "make or break" an aspiring author's reputation. Between the years 1887 and 1906, Bierce wrote his famous column, "The Prattler". He collected his sardonic aphorisms and epigrams as The Cynic's Word Book in 1906. When he edited his twelve volume Collected Works, the title was changed to The Devil's Dictionary. (1911) In 1913, at the age of seventy-one, Bierce disappeared into revolution-torn Mexico. His end is mysterious, though he probably perished in the battle of Ojinaga on January 11, 1914.
http://www.online-literature.com/bierce/

Charles Darwin 
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Charles Darwin was born on 12 February, 1809 in Shrewsbury, England. His father, Robert Darwin, was a physician, the son of Erasmus Darwin, a poet, philosopher, and naturalist. Charles's mother, Susannah Wedgwood Darwin, died when he was eight years old. 

At age sixteen, Darwin left Shrewsbury to study medicine at Edinburgh University. Repelled by the sight of surgery performed without anesthesia, he eventually went to Cambridge Univeristy to prepare to become a clergyman in the Church of England. After receiving his degree, Darwin accepted an invitation to serve as an unpaid naturalist on the H.M.S. Beagle, which departed on a five-year scientific expedition to the Pacific coast of South America on 31 December, 1831. Darwin's research resulting from this voyage formed the basis of his famous book, On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection. Published in 1859, the work aroused a storm of controversy. Here Darwin outlined his theory of evolution, challenging the contemporary beliefs about the creation of life on earth. 

Darwin continued to write and publish his works on biology throughout his life. He lived with his wife and children at their home in the village of Downe, fifteen miles from London. Thought now to have suffered from panic disorder, as well as from Chagas' disease contracted during his travels in South America, Darwin was plagued with fatigue and intestinal sickness for the rest of his life. He died on 19 April, 1882, and lies buried in Westminster Abbey. 

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/science/parshall/darwin.html
Reading Questions and Activities

1.  McTeague by Frank Norris

a) Compare and contrast the correspondent from Stephen Crane's "The Open Boat " with Norris's Vandover. Analyze the prose style, thematic content, use of narrative point of view, and portrait of human nature that these works convey. 

b)

2. The Open Boat by Stephen Crane

a)  Did the story hold your attention?

b) Like the correspondent, do you think its possible for the worst experience of your life to be, in some way, the best experience? 

c) Crane’s story is filled with detailed descriptions of the ocean, the shore, and the man’s movements in the boat.  How do these descriptions contribute to the realistic quality of the story?

d) How do you think that the fact of the story is based on real life experience might have contributed to the story’s realistic quality?

e) Considering what you have f\read about the Naturalist’s beliefs, why do you think that “The Open Boat” might be viewed as a classic example of a Naturalist story?

When it occurs to a man that nature does not regard him as important, and that she feels she would not maim the universe by disposing of him, he at first wishes to throw bricks at the temple, and he hates deeply the fact that there are no bricks and no temples.  
--Stephen Crane, "The Open Boat"  

A man said to the universe:  
"Sir, I exist!"  
"However," replied the universe,  
"The fact has not created in me  
A sense of obligation." --Stephen Crane (1894, 1899)
Activity: Think of when you felt controlled by society/nature. Is it common? How does it happen? Give examples, and explain

HOMEWORK: American Lit Textbook:

Edwin Arlington Robinson p. 538:   Luke Havergal, Miniver Cheevy, Richard Cory

Edgar Lee Masters p. 546:  Lucinda Matlock, Fiddler Jones

Edwin Arlington Robinson 

Luke Havergal

a) What did you hear as you read this poem? What did you see?

b) What is the theme of this poem?

c) What do you think was Luke’s relationship to the woman referred to in the poem?

d) Considering the Sun sets on the west and considering the detailed used describing the western gate, what do you think the Western Gate symbolizes?

Miniver Cheevy

a) What is your opinion of Miniver Cheevy?

b) Why do you think Cheevy “scorned the gold he sought”?
c) What is ironic about Cheevy missing “medieval grace” of ironed clothing?

d) Explain how the use of irony affect you attitude towards Cheevy.

Richard Cory

a) Would the poem be less forceful if the speaker had used the pronoun I instead of we. Explain your answer. 
b) What do you think is the theme of the poem?

Edgar Lee Masters 

Lucinda Matlock

a) Explain whether you agree or disagree with Lucinda Matlock’s message.

b) How do you think Lucinda Matlock would respond to people who complain that life today is too complex and confusing.

Fiddler Jones

a) What does Fiddler Jones mean when he comments, “The earth keeps some vibration going/There in your heart, and that is you?”
b) What examples does Fiddler Jones use to point out that there are many different ways of viewing the world?
c) How would “Fiddler Jones” be different if Masters had used a different speaker?
