Literary background

· Through the early 17th century, especially during the period of the english revolution was a period of extreme chaos and change, which affected all areas of life (politics, science, religion, domestic relations, culture) 

Main Topics:

1.Gender, family, household: religious. Legal and domestic advice texts concerning gender roles and the patriarchal family structure.. Draws attention to the challenges to those imposed costumes in the actual life style of households.(EX:Women breaking these set patterns). Women texts praised the values of women.

-  Women's legal rights and duties in each of her three estates: unmarried virgin, wife, and widow.

       2. Radically revisionist epics: examine genesis story, and interpretative traditions.

3. Civil wars of Ideas: examines politics, religions and culture. Explores conflicts in the political panorama; the issues that led to the civil war and the overthrow of the monarchy.

·  Absolutism vs parliamentary

· monarchy vs republicanism

· toleration vs religious uniformity

· execution of  Charles I

4. The restoration: age of  expansion for Britain.( It becomes a world power and a great empire). New ways of life + change that lead to a switch in literature.

· characterized by reason, moderation, good taste, clever organization, and simplicity
· The most important poetic form of the era was satire, mostly criticizing nobility and government. It was generally publicized anonymously.
· The prose of the period is dominated by Christian religious writing, often commenting as well in politics and economy.
· Marked the beginnings of Fiction and  professional journalism begin as literary genres.  
· Romance fiction from Spain and France became popular in England

· Locke’s philosophical works, concerning human nature, social contract and the role of the government.
· The fisrt plays to emerge were mostly dramas and unsentimental comedies which reflected the situation at court and the aristocracy extravaganza
  Authors:
John Bunyan

· Born in Harrowden in 1628 from a poor rural family

· His father died when he was still very young and the family was left with nothing

· He received little formal education

· When he turned 16 in 1644 he joined the army and fought for the parliament in the civil war

· He married at 24 to a Christian girl and had 4 children; however 6 year later his wife died.

· In 1953 he joined a fellowship form the English Church. After the death of his wife he became a deacon and began preaching with success. (During this age open air preaching was illegal because it was feared that it would incite revolution)

· In 1658 he was indicted for preaching without a license but it was 2 years later that he was imprisoned. He remained in jail until January 1972. 

· That same month he became pastor of the Bedford Church; however he was imprisoned for preaching once more in 1675. During this period he wrote the first part of The Pilgrim’s progress,  his most famous work.

· The Pilgrim’s progress is an allegory of personal salvation and chiristian life, in which he writes about how the individual saint can avoid the damnation that comes from the temptations of mind and body.

· Six months later he was released from jail.

· In 1684 he wrote the second part of The Pilgrims Progress
· Bunyan died on his way to London in 1688 from a severe cold.

· Some of his other famous works include The Life and Death of Mr. Badman (1680) and The Holy War (1682),an allegory intended to motivate people going to experiences like his own and exalting the grace of God.
John Dryden
· John Dryden was born in Aldwinkle, Northamptonshire in 1631

· He received a formal education at Westminster School and Trinity College in Cambridge.

· In 1657 he moved to London to begin his career as a professional writer

· Although his first play was a failure his second play : The Indian Queen (1664) was successful and contributed to the formation of the heroic tragedy. He continued to establish a reputation for his mix of this new genre with the contemporary comedy.

· In 1688 he was appointed Poet Laureate of England.

· Also in 1688 he became the writer of Thomas Killigrew's theatrical company where he wrote heroic dramas such as Tyrannick Love  in 1669 and The Conquest of Granada by the Spaniards in 1670.

· He later turned to comedy and wrote plays such as Marriage A-la-Mode and Oedipus; however soon the theatrical company broke and Dryden engaged in poetry writing. He wrote satiric verse about culture and politics

· His later play writings were mostly adaptations and opera.

· Dryden died in London in 1700
Edmund Waller

· Waller was born march 3, 1606 in Coleshill, Hertfordshire

· He was the son of a wealthy landowner 

· He assisted to Eton and Cambrige

· He was elected to the parliament at 16.

· In 1631 he married Ann Banks, a London heiress who died 3 years afterward.

· In  1643, he was arrested for his plot in pro of the king and brought before the parliamentary who charged him heavily for his and exiled for his crime.

· He left to Paris until 1652 when he was allowed to return to the parliament because of the restoration.

· He died in October 1687

1600-1700 HISTORIC INFO

· Charles II (catholic) in the crown.

·  Protestant nation

·  In 1665 a plague killed 70,000 people in 

  London.

·  In 1666 a fire destroyed over half of the cities 

  houses.

·  Society with a lot of elegance (rich jewlery, 

  plush clothing, elaborate wigs etc.)

·  Charles II invited composers and painters to 

  live in London. 

·  Known as the ROYAL SOCIETY, due to the 

  interest of natural science.

·  Charles II died and James II (Catholic) took the power, 

  being stubborn and placing Catholics to high offices. 

· Crisis started in 1688 when James II had

  a son.

·  England couldn’t stand that another 

  Catholic king would someday rule.

·  William of Orange (Holland) and Mary 

  (protestant) arrive England prepared to

  fight for the throne.

·  James II leaves to France.

·  “THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION”
· Agreement to respect the Bill of Rights, by William and Mary.

·  The Bill of Rights guaranteed a limited monarchy. 

