THE MODERN PERIOD - 1915-1946

1. This Age was marked by:

· America achieving world dominance

· Two World Wars

· A Decade of Prosperity - The Roaring Twenties

· Worldwide Depression

· Artistic Experimentation

2. Between the Civil War, the Spanish American War, and World War I, America could be characterized by a sense of optimism due to new technological advances, prosperity, and a stronger awareness and handling of social problems.

3. WORLD WAR I

· One of the bloodiest and most tragic conflicts to occur in human history

· The battle turned into a trench war when the German forces were stopped along the Maginot Lines

· The introduction of the Machine Gun further stalled any progress with each unsuccessful attack resulting in the death of 1000's, and effectively prolonging the war several years.

· President Wilson wanted America to remain neutral but that proved impossible.

· When a German sub sinks the English ship the Lusitania  and 128 Americans died, America began to realize that they could not remain neutral for long.

· When Germany resumed submarine attacks, the US joins the war.

· AT FIRST, Americans are very confident; however, many writers (Cummings, Hemingway, Dos Passos) served as Ambulance drivers and brought home the horrors of war to their readers.

· The war ended in 1918, and President Wilson pursues his dream of the United Nations (League of Nations)

4. THE ROARING TWENTIES

· The end of the war brought the beginning of prohibition and BIG problems in the BIG cities, with bootlegging, speakeasies, wide-spread lawbreaking, gang warfare over turf.

· Up until 1929, the nation was on a binge and the economy boomed

· Arrival of radio and jazz

· Fads abounded - flagpole sitting, raccoon coat, Charleston

· Movies became very popular and MOVIE STARS

· Writers and artists went to Greenwich Village in New York

· Experimental writing and drama flourished

· Eugene O’Neil

· Thomas Wolfe

· F. Scott Fitzgerald became the chronicler of this age.

5. THE GREAT DEPRESSION

· October, 1929, the stock market crashed bringing an end to both the optimism of the 20’s and the financial boon America had been experiencing.

· By June 1932, 12 million (25%) were out of a job

· In 1932, Franklin D Roosevelt was elected president and embarked on a New Deal to help save the US from it’s financial woes; although he won reelection 3 more times and his programs were successful, America never saw the same kind of prosperity it had experienced in the “Roaring 20’s.”

6. WORLD WAR II

· Only 20 years after the Treaty of Versailles ended WW1, the Germans invaded Poland starting WW2

· Again, Americans wanted to remain neutral even after the fall of France in 1940.

· However, on December 7, 1941, the Japanese attack Pearl Harbor, and once again, the USA was brought into the conflict.

· US Declares war on Germany, Japan and Italy in December 1941

· The war with Germany and Italy ands in early 1945, and after the US drops 2 atomic bombs on Japan, the Japanese surrender three months later, ending the war in the Pacific.

· Now begins the Cold War, the Atomic Age, and the birth of Modernism.

7. MODERNISM

· WW1 brought about an end to the optimism in the US; people left with a feeling of uncertainty, disjointedness, and disillusionment, no longer trusting ideas and values of the "new" world.

· They sought new ideas to explain the world and their position in it, and this is called Modernism.

· The Modern Age has certain characteristics:

· Experimentation with new approaches and techniques

· They created a very diverse body of work

· Modernists sought to capture the essence of modern life in form and content of work.

· Work is often fragmented, leaving out exposition, transition, resolution, etc.

· The use of free verse in poetry.

· Themes are implied and not stated, filled with uncertainty and forcing readers to draw their own conclusions. This demanded more of the reader.

· As well, Modernists also used a limited point of view, believing that reality is shaped by people’s perceptions, as well as symbols and allusions.

· One of the poetic movements during the Modern Age was called Imagism (1909-1917).

· Rebellion against sentimentality of 19th century poetry

· Favored clear, hard expression, concrete images, common language

· Models from Greek and Roman Classics, Chinese and Japanese poetry

· Most closely seen in Ezra Pound, Amy Lowell

8. THE EXPATRIATES

· Postwar disenchantment led a number of American writers to exile to Paris 

· F. Scott Fitzgerald, Sherwood Anderson, Ernest Hemingway, Ezra Pound, Archibald MacLeish, T. S. Elliot (The Wasteland) 

· Gertrude Stein was the first to say, "You are all a Lost Generation."

· Most saw very little in their time to praise or even accept so their work contains many of the attributes discussed above as Modernism.

9. NEW APPROACHES TO WRITING

· Influenced by advances in modern psychology and named by psychologist William James, many writers turned to a new style called stream-of-consciousness, an attempt to present a series of thoughts, memories, and insights, all connected only by a character’s natural associations.

· James Joyce, Ulysses
· William Faulkner, As I Lay Dying, The Sound and the Fury
· John Dos Passos, U.S.A
· Katherine Anne Porter

· Poets also sought to break the old boundaries, most clearly seen in the work of e. e. cummings who uses a distinct style of word play, grammatics, typography in his verse.

· As well, we have Objectivism, as seen in the work of William Carlos Williams, who believes that a poem is an object that presents its case by the form it assumes, often leading to such sparse and cryptic work that a true “meaning” is left behind.

· Archibald MacLeish commented on this new form that “a poem should not mean but be.”

10. THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE

· A new literary age in Harlem brought about successful work from many African-American writers, many of whom were recent newcomers from the South.

· Countee Cullen, Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, Jean Toomer, Arna Bontemps

11. OTHER NOTEWORTHY WRITERS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· The Nobel Prize for literature, first established in 1901, began to recognize American writers for the first time with its being awarded to Sinclair Lewis (Main Street) in 1930.  Thereafter followed Eugene O’Neill in 1936, Pearl S. Buck in 1938, T.S. Elliot in 1948, William Faulkner in 1949, Ernest Hemingway, and John Steinbeck.

· Humor and Satire also reached new heights with Will Rogers, the “Cowboy Philosopher;” Robert Benchley, James Thurber, E.B. White (Charlotte’s Web)

