The English Restoration

· The English Restoration was an episode in the history of Britain beginning in 1660, when the monarchy was restored under King Charles II after the English Civil War, and it ended approximately around 1789.

· The Restoration is also known as “The Age of Dryden,” who was one of the most important authors of the time period.

· As a consequence of his return to power, Charles took belated vengeance on those responsible for the execution of his father, King Charles I, but only a dozen men were killed. In general, however, Charles gained a reputation as an easy-going, fun-loving king, and represented a complete contrast to the restrictive rule of Cromwell, the previous ruler.
· The Parliament assembled in 1661 during the reign Charles II, restored bishops to the Anglican Church and expelled Dissenters (Protestants who did not conform to the Church of England), restricting their worship and political activity. In 1673 the Test Act removed Roman Catholics from the royal government. 
· The Restoration was a reaction against Puritanism and it not only reflected in the social political issues, but also in literature and the theatre, as a very common theme was religion. 
· In literature perhaps the most outstanding result of the Restoration was the reopening of the theatres, which had been closed since 1642, and a consequent great revival of the drama. The drama of the period was marked by brilliance of wit and by depravity, which may have been a reflection of the freeness of court manners. 
· During this period writings were characterized basically by the writings being very simple, yet they were somewhat refined. Political and philosophical authors during this period like John Locke promoted rationalism. 
John Milton (1608-1674)
· English poet, whose rich, dense verse was a powerful influence on succeeding English poets, and whose prose was devoted to the defence of civil and religious liberty. Milton is often considered the greatest English poet after Shakespeare.

· Milton was born in London on December 9, 1608, and educated at Saint Paul's School and Christ's College, University of Cambridge. He intended to become a clergyman in the Church of England, but growing dissatisfaction with the state of the Anglican clergy together with his own developing poetic interests led him to abandon this purpose.
· Many aspects of his life, and his personal emotions influenced his writings. Milton was married three times. His first marriage started unhappily; these experiences influenced Milton to write his famous essays on divorce. Another example would definitely be the fact that he had vision problems all his life, and he finally became totally blind around the year 1952. This event greatly inspired many of his subsequent works including the sonnet “When I Consider how my Light is Spent.”

· Some of Milton’s last works fit into the restoration, however they are not typical of the time period. His works are definitely more complex, and metaphoric. They also go against the English church as he was a Protestant. Example: Paradise Lost (considered his masterpiece) and Paradise Regained, the language used is decorous and complex, it is full of biblical and classical allusions, allegorical representations, metaphors, and rhetorical elements.
· Milton's work is marked by “cosmic” themes and religious idealism
