The Romantic Period

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1789 – French Revolution “liberty, equality, and fraternity!”

→ gave life & breath to dreams… newborn spirit

England - Application of democratic principles

The parliament is created 

1832 – Passed the First Reform Bill, which extended right to vote to all the middle class

→ presented new possibilities for people, rights, etc

Effects of Industrial Revolution (1750 – 1850)

England became prosperous and powerful

Due to the inhuman conditions in which people had to work in and the way they were exploited for extremely low wages, Reformers make changes

→ create hospitals, and education 

→ Demand for democratic govt and for awareness of social injustice

NEW SPIRIT

ROMANTICISM

→ A tide wave which crushed upon the whole western world

Definition→ The attempt to rediscover the mystery & wonder of the world, an attempt to go beyond the ordinary into the deeper, less obvious, and more elusive levels of individual human existence. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF ROMANTIC LITERATURE

→ Extremely individualistic 

→ Optimistic since they believed in the possibility of progress & improvement

→ Based on the classics, Middle age feelings and ideas

→ Spontaneity

→ Faithful, passionate 

→ Intellectualism (dedicated to the development of thought)

→ Sense of mystery and supernatural

→ Imaginative

→ Nature played a  very important role
→ exaltation of the senses and emotions
THEMES, IDEAS AND DEFINTIONS FOR ROMANTICS

Romantic idea: the desire of discovering the deepness of all things (referring to mass and spirituality, nature and history)

Romantics wanted to discover if human’s originality and spiritual nature had limits and conditions.  (piedra filosofal) 

Humanity – naturally good, but corrupted by society and its institutions of religion, education and govt. 

THEMES – courage & valor, hatred & revenge, love & death

CHARACTERISTICS OF GOTHIC LITERATURE

· Gothic Novel, type of romantic fiction that predominated in English literature in the last third of the 18th century and the first two decades of the 19th century, the setting for which was usually a ruined Gothic castle. 

· The Gothic novel, or romance, emphasized mystery and horror and was filled with ghost-haunted rooms, underground passages, and secret stairways. 

· The principal writers of the English Gothic romance were:

·  Horace Walpole, author of The Castle of Otranto (1764) 

· Clara Reeve, who wrote The Champion of Virtue (1777)

· Ann Radcliffe, author of The Mysteries of Udolpho (1794); 

· Matthew Gregory Lewis, author of Ambrosio, or the Monk (1796);

·  Charles Robert Maturin, who wrote The Fatal Revenge (1807);

·  Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, who wrote Frankenstein (1818).

· The genre was one phase of the Romantic Movement in English literature and was also the forerunner of the modern mystery novel. 

· The term Gothic is also used to designate narrative prose or poetry of which the principal elements are violence, horror, and the supernatural.

WRITERS OF THE EPOCH

WILLIAM BLAKE 1757 – 1827 
Born in England - English poet and writer
Sent to drawing school by his father, before he was 14

1771 – 1778 apprenticed to James Basire, an engraver

Became an engraver

1782 – Married Catherine Boucher (eternal companion)

He taught her to read, write and draw

Lived almost all his life in London

His poetry, as well as his artwork was popular long after his death 

Blake’s writing comprise a vision of the whole of human life, in which energy and imagination struggle with the forces of oppression both physical and mental.

· Seeker of love, and pure liberty

· Critique of the political and economic inequities of the Industrial Revolution

· Spiritual and mystic

Dead 1827

Songs of Innocence 1789
Songs of Experience 1794

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH   1770-1850
1770 Born April 7 to John and Anne (Cookson) Wordsworth, second of five.
1778 mother dies; William goes to Hawkshead Grammar School.

1783 father dies.

1787 goes up to St. John's College, Cambridge.

1789 An Evening Walk.

1790Walking tour of France, Switzerland, and Germany

1795 inherits legacy of £900. Meets Coleridge.

 1798 Lyrical Ballads
1802 visits the Vallons at Calais. After receiving a much-delayed inheritance, marries Mary Hutchinson. Sonnets Dedicated to National Independence and Liberty.

1810 quarrel with Coleridge.

1812 children Thomas and Caroline die.

1847 daughter Dora dies.

1850 dies (April 23). The Prelude

The Victorian Web. July 2000. 15 Oct. 2003
<http://www.victorianweb.org/previctorian/ww/chron.html>.

JOHN KEATS 1795 – 1821
Born in London, England. – Greatest of English Poets

Born in a poor family
Attended school at Enfield, where he became friend of the headmaster’s son

1811 – Apprenticed to a surgeon, meets Leigh Hund and his literary circle.

1816 – became a poet

1817 – first volume of poems appeared

1818 – After a tour in the highlands, Keats is assaulted by criticism in various magazines, which make him examine his work carefully.

1818 – Fell in love with Fanny Brawne, however he contracted tuberculosis

Due to his health ups and downs they did not get married

1820 – Sails to Italy with his friend and artist, Joseph Severn

1821 – Died in Rome, at the age of 25

LORD BYRON 1788-1824

1788 Jan 22nd, George Gordon Byron born in London to Capt. ' Mad Jack' Byron and Mrs. Byron (born Catherine Gordon of Ghight).

1790 Mrs. Byron, her money largely spent by her husband, takes her son to Aberdeen to live
1794 Becomes heir presumptive to title of Lord Byron, whose family seat is at Newstead Abbey, Nottinghamshire

1798 Inherits title when his great-uncle dies. Moves to Newstead Abbey which proves uninhabitable. Family move on immediately to Nottingham

1798-9 Lives in Nottingham where he receives schooling and medical treatment for his crippled foot

1805 Begins to attend Trinity hall at Cambridge University

1806 Writes Fugitive Pieces

1807 Writes Hours of Idleness

1808 Hours of Idleness attacked in 'Edinburgh Review'. Byron gains Cambridge degree

1809 Takes seat in House of Lords. Sets out with Hobhouse on journey through Portugal, Spain, Albania and Greece

1809 Writes Childe Harold I

1810 Writes Childe Harold II

1811 Returns to England, Mother dies

1812 Publishes Childe Harold I and II.

1815 January: Marries Anabella Melbanke December: Daughter, Augusta Ada, born.

1816 Jan: Lady Byron leaves her husband. Apr: formal separation. Byron leaves England for the last time. After journey up the Rhine, he spends summer in Switzerland with Shelley, Mary Godwin and Clare Clairmont. Travels to Italy with Hobhouse.

1817 Has an illegitimate daughter, Allegra, with Clare Clairmont. 

1819 Publishes Don Juan I and II

1821 Greek war of Independence breaks out. Byron joins Gambas and Shelley in Pisa.

1821 Publishes Don Juan III, IV and V

1823 London Greek Committee seeks Byron's help. Byron sails to Greece with Teresa's brother. Seriously ill. Sails to Missolonghi on December 30th.

1823 Publishes Don Juan VI to XIV

1824 Hailed as deliverer in Missolonghi. Tries to organize artillery against Turks at Lepanto. Spends much energy and money. 9th April: gravely ill. 19th April: Byron dies. Mourned as national hero by Greeks. 16th July buried in Hucknall Church.

The international Byron society

http://212.158.3.83/timeline.htm
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT 1794-1878
· Born: November 3, 1794, in Cummington, Massachusetts, United States
· Bryant's father was Peter Bryant, a physician, and his mother was Sarah Snell Bryant
· Bryant grew up with opposed views of his Unitarian father, a member of the state legislature, and his grandfather, a stern Calvinist farmer and a deacon of the local church.
· When he was only thirteen years old, Bryant published his first work, The Embargo, which attacked President Jefferson and called for his resignation. 
· His best-known work, Thanatopsis, was written while he was still a teenager
· Therefore, when he was fifteen, Bryant spent one year at William's College and then returned home to study law privately.
· After being admitted to the bar at the age of twenty-one, Bryant spent the next ten years practicing law.
· In his mid-twenties, Bryant married Frances Fairchild. They were happily married and had two children.
· One year after his marriage, he published another well-known work, Poems, which he was invited to read at Harvard in 1821.
· In 1825, he became the co-editor of the New York Review.
· In 1826, he became an editor for the New York Evening Post, followed by a post as editor-in-chief in 1829.
· As a journalist, he advocated free trade, free speech, the rights of workers, and the abolition of slavery.
· He was a key founder of the Republican Party and a partisan of the Union cause during the Civil War. 
· He was a key founder of the Republican party and a partisan of the Union cause during the Civil War. 
· Died: June 12, 1878, in New York City, New York, United States
http://members.tripod.com/~michaelroth/bio029.htm
SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE 1772 -1834
Born in Ottery St. Mary, Devonshire, England – Poet and man of letters

Son of a clergy man

Attended Christ’s Hospital School in London

1791 – Entered Cambridge (brilliant)

1794 – Met the poet Robert Southey

They shared the same political and social idealism, and they planned to establish a small utopian community (called–Pantisocracy, on the banks of the Susquehanna River, US)
Plan failed.

1795 – Married Sarah Fricker (never happy)

1797 - Settled in Nether Stowey where William Wordsworth and his sister Doroty settled nearby

Friendship with Wordsworth inspired and ifluenced him to write best poems

1798 Lyrical Ballads

Best known Works

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner and Kubla Khan and Christabel

1800 – Coleridge was addicted to laudanum (an opium derivative legal and widely used at the time)

Moved with his family to Keswick in the Lake District

Continued his studies and 1808separated from his wife

1816 – Lived in London with Dr. James Gilman who controlled his addiction

- Brilliant conversionalist

EDGAR ALLAN POE 1809 – 1849
Born in Boston, US – Poet, short-story writer and critic

1812 – 3 years old, his parents died – taken to his godfather’s, John Allan (wealthy Richmond merchant) house.

Taken to Europe where he studied in schools of England and Scotland

1820 – Returned to Richmond

1826 – University of Virginia

Allan has many depts – therefore poverty forces him to enlist in the army

1827 – Tamerlane and Other Poems

Goes to Baltimore to live ith his aunt, MRs. Maria Clemm

1835 – becomes an editor of the “Southern Literary Messenger”, due to his drinking he looses the job 

1836 – Marries Virginia Clemm and move to New York
1844 – In Philadelphia, where he edited several Magazines, he produced admired criticism.

Returned to New York, and owned the Broadway Journal.

1845 – Raven And Other Poems

1847 – wife died, returned to Richmond and became engaged to Elmira Royster

Became involved in a drinking debauch in Baltimore, which caused him death a few days later.
MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT SHELLEY

· Mary Shelley was born on August 30, 1797, in London.
· Mother, Mary Wollstonecraft, died in childbirth was one of the first feminists.
· Her father was the writer and political journalist William Godwin.
· In her childhood Mary Shelley was left to educate herself amongst her father's intellectual circle.
· 1807 At the age of ten published her first poem. 
· In 1814 met Percy Bysshe Shelley at age of 16 and ran away with him to France and Switzerland.
· They married in 1816 after Shelley's first wife had committed suicide by drowning.
· In the History Of Six Weeks' Tour (1817) the Shelleys jointly recorded their life.
· Frankenstein (1818). Mary Shelley was 21 when the book was published.
· In 1818 the Shelleys left England for Italy, where they remained until Shelley's death - he drowned in 1822 in the Bay of Spezia near Livorno.
· Her later works include Lodore (1835) 
· Faulkner (1937), both romantic
·  the unfinished Mathilde (1819, published 1959),
· Valperga (1823) is a romance set in the 14th-century, and
·  The Last Man (1826) depicts the end of human civilization, set in the 21st century.
· Mary Shelley died in London on February 1, 1851, probably of a brain tumor
http://www.online-literature.com/shelley_mary
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Essential Questions

2. What Romantic and or Gothic characteristics are reflected in the poems?

3. Think about tone, style, literary techniques, rhyme scheme, mood and diction as you analyze the poems.
4. What distinguishes these authors in terms of style, tone and content from those that preceded them? What debt do these authors owe to those who preceded them?
Holy Thursday

1. What differences do you perceive in William Blake’s poems “Holly Thursday”? Use references from the text to support your opinion. 

2. What is the relation between these two poems?

Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey

1. How is nature represented in the poem?

2. How does this perception of nature change?

3. What do you think is the purpose of the poem?

4. What message does Wordworth want to send to his sister?

5. What are the themes?

Ode on a Grecian Urn

1. What does the poem say?

2. The poem is an ode to a piece of art, what do you think the poet message is by doing so? (Find theme)

3. Keats said: “Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard are sweeter.” What does this mean and how does it help construct the theme?

She Walks in Beauty

1. What is beauty for these Romantic poet?

Thanatopsis

1. What is the fate of humans according to Bryant?

2. What is death for the poet?

