AP ENGLISH LESSON PLAN

TOPIC OF PRESENTATION: TRANSCENDENTALISM PERIOD (1840-1855)

NAMES: Elyssa Pachico and Juliana Carrillo 
CLASS: AP English

CLASS OBJECTIVES AND SUB OBJECTIVES AND/OR ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

1. To understand the basic characteristics of the Transcendentalism Period. (Refer to handout)

2. Be able to identify the characteristics of Transcendentalism in works by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Walt Whitman, and Nathaniel Hawthorne.

3. Be able to identify how each author either redefines Transcendentalism for themselves or conforms to it. 

4. To be able to apply some of the themes found within Transcendentalism towards the modern world, such as material excess and non-conformism.

5. Identify some influence of Transcendentalism in the present day. 

THEMES

· Simplifying life 

· Same evidence nowadays of transcendentalism

· Influence in Martin Luther King, Ghandi, new styles in literature

· In what ways are we conformists?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1- How does this author both conform to and redefine transcendentalism for themselves?

2- Choose specific quotes from their work that reflect their views on transcendentalism and life.

OTHER QUESTIONS:
1. One of Thoreau’s desires was to simplify his life. Explain how you would simplify your own life, giving consideration to Thoreau’s meaning of “clutter.” 

2. Is simplification just a matter of renouncing possessions, or is it something more?

2. What kind of advantages could we gain if we become more in touch with nature? Or if we took the advice of the transcendentalists?

 3. “To suck out the marrow of life” is a quote from Thoreau. Explain what is meant by this advice for living advocated by Thoreau.

CLASS ACTIVITIES AND PLANNED TIMES:

· Enjoy yourselves here in the “Bosquecito”, among Nature!

· 10 minutes – Transcendentalism Quiz and Writing assignment: Write five sentences about something Transcendental about Nature or another life experience that you had! 

· 10 minutes - Handouts will be given to everybody, and we’ll go over biographies from Transcendentalist authors, as well as some historical background and characteristics.

· 15 minutes - Divide into 4 groups, Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman, and Hawthorne, and each group discusses the Major Questions for the assigned texts. They will later present them to the class.

· 20 minutes - Each group presents what they think to the class

· 10 minutes - Discuss the Themes found in Transcendentalism and apply them to the real world! 

· 10 minutes, Closure and time to clarify final doubts.

MATERIALS FOR CLASS AND JUSTIFICATION 

Handouts: Historical Background, Description of Transcendentalism Period, Class Plan, American Literature Textbook. Plus, have read the assignments for homework.

HOMEWORK

DUE: For Wednesday December 3 please read the following in your American Literature Textbooks from: 

Emerson: 240-241 “Nature”, Self Reliance” 242.

Thoreau: 254- 260 “Walden”262, “Civil Disobedience”

Whitman: 399-403 “Song of Myself”, “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” 406, “A Noiseless Patient Spider” 407

EVALUATION

The benefits of the discussion, knowing the characteristics of the Transcendentalism period, and being able to analyze them surrounded by nature! Also, this will contribute to the extension of your familiarity with literature and help you throughout your life! =)

WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED IT!!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

IT’S NOT JUST LITERATURE... IT’S A WAY OF LIFE!!

A LOOK AT TRANSCENDENTALISM

ARE YOU A TRANSCENDENTALIST? Quiz

Give yourself 2 points for every transcendentalist quality you posses. Do you...

	· Have a deep faith in human potential and in human individuality?
	· Are against slavery and for women’s liberation?

	· Reject vulgar prosperity and materical excess?
	· Write mainly essays to express your ideas and beliefs?

	· Believe technology isolates?
	· Believe all nature and humanity is united through a shared universal soul?

	· Be against social conformity?
	· Believe the truth of the universe lies outside the reach of human senses?

	· Believe that exploring nature will help you know universal truths better?
	· Believe truth of the universe can only be grasped through intuition?


If you got 16-20 points, you are probably the next Thoreau or Emerson.

If you got 8-16 points, you are Average.

If you got less than 8 points you are probably Mr. Rompf. =)
· Transcendentalism remains very hard to define – it is Literature, it is Philosophy, it is a Way of Life! 
· Transcendentalists wanted a community that would also liberate the individual, a way of thinking that would also become a way of doing.
· However, at the same time there also arose another movement called Anti-Transcendentalism.  They expressed their beliefs through the themes of their novels, short stories, and symbols. 

· They had a much darker vision of the world, believing that the truths of existence were disturbing and not so easy to discover. 

LET’S GO BACK IN TIME TO 1840-1855!!

· There were many scientific advances occuring as a result of the expansion of the USA. 

· New agricultural machines, new roads, canals, railroads, telegraphs, postage stamps, anesthesia....all were exciting new advances in technology!

· There were also advances for women’s rights, as the first Women’s Rights Convenction was held in the summer of 1848.

· Politically, there was the Mexican war (1846-1848), the admittance of Texas to the United States, and the California gold rush began. Basically America seemed to be becoming very dependent on technology, material goods, and expansionism. 
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WALT WHITHAM (1819 – 1892) 
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RALPH WALDO EMERSON (1803-1882)
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1. Suber, Gretchen C., "Walden," Discovery School.com http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/programs/greatbooks-walden/ (2 Dec 2003)

This was a website where we got some our Theme discussion questions from.

2. Prentice Hall. Literature The American Experience. pg 226-227, 231-233, 237-243,252-262, 396-403,  406-407, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey; Needham Massachusetts, 1994. 

This was an extremely important resource for us where we found most of the texts we used, as well as the historical background of the time. It is thoroughly recommended for other groups to use. 

3. "The Web of American Transcendentalism"http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/transcendentalism/ (Dec 1, 2003)

This also was a very valuable resource. Here we found much information for the author's biographies, and very many interesting details about their lives. There was also a great deal of information about transcendentalism in all it's shapes and forms, very much educating us. This is recommended for anybody interested in the transcendental philosophy.

Born in 1803 to a conservative Unitarian minister and a quietly devout mother, Emerson was a middle son of whom relatively little was expected. 


His father died when he was eight, the first of many premature deaths which would shape his life--all three brothers, his first wife at 20, and his older son at 5. 


 He studied at Harvard, and after his first wife died of tuberculosis, in 1835 he married Lydia Jackson; they lived in Concord and had four children while he settled into his life of conversations, reading and writing, and lecturing. 


For awhile he edited a Transcendentalist magazine, The Dial; his Essays were published in 1841. 


Emerson often confessed to an innate optimism, even occasional "silliness."


He spoke out against slavery, the annexation of Texas, and read deeply into Persian and Indian texts. 


Through a career of 40 years, he gave about 1500 public lectures, traveling as far as California and Canada but generally staying in Massachusetts. His audiences were captivated by his speaking style, even if they didn't always follow the subtleties of his arguments. 


His beloved house burned down in 1872, then he died quietly of pneumonia in 1882.


QUOTE: “There is a crack in everything God has made.”


-- 








NATHANIAL HAWTHORNE (1804-1864)


Born on July 4, 1804 in Salem, Massachusetts, the descendent of a long line of Puritan ancestors, including John Hathorne, a judge in the Salem witch trials. 


After his father was lost at sea when he was only four, his mother became overly protective and pushed him toward more isolated activities. Thus he was a rather shy and studious child.


For awhile he worked at the Boston Customs House before marrying. 


On February 3, 1850, Hawthorne read the final pages of his masterwork, The Scarlet Letter, to his wife. He wrote, "It broke her heart and sent her to bed with a grievous headache, which I look upon as a triumphant success.”


The Scarlet Letter was an immediate success and allowed Hawthorne to devote himself to his writing. He left Salem for a temporary residence in Lenox, a small town the Berkshires, where he completed the romance The House of the Seven Gables in 1851.


Hawthorne passed away on May 19, 1864 in Plymouth, New Hampshire after a long period of illness in which he suffered severe bouts of dementia. Emerson described his life with the words "painful solitude."


QUOTE: “No man, for any considerable period, can wear one face to himself, and another to the multitude, without finally getting bewildered as to which may be the true.”





Walt Whitman was born on May 13, 1819, in Long Island, New York, the second of nine children. His mother, of Dutch descent and Quaker faith, whom he adored, was barely literate. She never read his poetry, but gave him unconditional love. His father, a stern disciplinarian, was a carpenter, and it is doubtful he ever read any of his son’s poetry either, or would have understood it if he had. 


At age eleven young Walt withdrew from public school to help support the family. He was mainly self-taught. He read voraciously, and became acquainted with Homer, Dante, Shakespeare and Scott early in life. 


He knew the Bible thoroughly, and as a God-intoxicated poet, desired to inaugurate a religion uniting all of humanity in bonds of friendship. 


In 1836, at the age of 17, he began his career as an innovative teacher in the one-room school houses of Long Island. He permitted his students to call him by his first name, and devised learning games for them in arithmetic and spelling.


Between 1848 and 1855 he developed the style of poetry that so astonished � HYPERLINK "http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/emerson" \t "_top" �Ralph Waldo Emerson�. This is called “Free Verse.”


One of his major sources of inspiration was Music. He insisted that music was "greater than wealth, greater than buildings, ships, religions, paintings."


QUOTE: “We ought to rejoice greatly in him. He occasionally suggests something a little more than human...he is a great fellow.” – Thoreau, 1856





HENRY DAVID THOREAU (1817-1862)  


Born in 1817, one of Thoreau’s first memories was of staying awake at night "looking through the stars to see if I could see God behind them." One might say he never stopped looking into nature for ultimate Truth. 


While studying at Harvard, Henry read a small book by his Concord neighbor, Ralph Waldo Emerson, � HYPERLINK "http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/transcendentalism/authors/emerson/essays/naturetext.html" �Nature�, and in a sense he never finished exploring its ideas -- although always definitely on his own terms, just as he explored everything! 


In 1842 he was traumatized by the death of his brother John, who died of lockjaw in his arms; and spent the next few years making pencils. 


At age 28 in 1845, wanting to write a book, he went to Walden pond and built his cabin on land owned by Emerson


After two years and two months he left Walden, and supported himself by making lectures on his experience there while working on his book, Walden. 


Many readers mistake Henry's tone in Walden and other works, thinking he was a cranky hermit. This is not true according to those who knew him.


Thoreau died of tuberculosis in 1862, at the age of 44. Alive, he was always asking questions, always looking to nature for greater intensity and meaning for his life.


QUOTE: “Read the best books first, or you may not have a chance to read them at all.”








http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/transcendentalism/index.html 

Prentice Hall Literature Textbook

