Victorian Period

(1837-1901)

PRESENTERS: Daniela Otoya and Laura Sanint
CLASS OBJECTIVES:
1. Understand the Historical Context of the Victorian Period and how literature was affected by it.

2. Learn important facts about the Victorian Authors and their influence in Victorian Literature.

3. Understand how the selected texts reflect the Victorian Literature characteristics.
MATERIALS NEEDED: 

The Schoolboy’s Story (Charles Dickens) check website. The Devil (Guy de Maupassant) p. 320 from book of Time and Place. I’ll not weep (Emily Bronte) in British Literature Textbook p.381. Sonnets 28 and 43 from “Sonnets from the Portuguese” (Elizabeth Barrett Browning) in the British Literature Textbook p.383
AGENDA: 

For homework read “The Schoolboy’s story” by Charles Dickens on website and “The Devil” by Guy de Maupassant on p.320 from book of Time and Place.  
Day One – Nov 4, 2003 

· Read class objectives. 

· Present the historical context

· Present Characteristics of the Victorian Literature

· Present Literary Terms and Movements

· Present Charles Dickens biography.

· Discuss Charles Dickens “A schoolboy’s story”

· Present Guy de Maupassant´s biography.  

· Discuss “The Devil” by Guy de Maupassant

· For homework read Emily Bronte’s poem “I’ll not weep” on pg 381 and Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s sonnets on pg 381 (# 28 and 43). 

Day Two – Nov 6, 2004

· Introduce women poets by reading a short piece on the feminist manifesto by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley. 

· Discuss the impact this manifesto may have had in society and for women in particular. 

· Present Emily Bronte’s biography.

· Discuss “I’ll not weep” by Emily Bronte.

· Present Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s biography. 

· Discuss Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s sonnets. 

· Conclusion – Discuss what each person enjoyed most about the literature of this period and why. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT:

1832 British votes extend to middle class males

1837 Accession of Queen Victoria

1844 First Factory Act limits working hours

1854 Crimean War begins

1856 End of Crimean War

1859 “On the Origin of Species” by Charles Darwin is published

1861 The companion of Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, dies

1867 Vote extends to working-class males

1876 Queen Victoria becomes Empress of India

1887-1 First Boer War

1899-1902 Second Boer War

1901 Death of Queen Victoria
*Queen Victoria came to the throne at age 18 and the British Empire was established during this time, reaching its greatest expanse under her reign. 

The Crimean War was fought to gain European power between Russia, and an alliance of France, Britain, the Kingdom of Sardinia and the Ottoman Empire (Turkey). The Military incompetence of Britain inspired Alfred Tennyson to write “The Charge of the Light Brigade.”

The Boer Wars were a conflict that originated in The Cape of Good Hope, Africa, between the Dutch settlers (Boers) and the British. 

The Great Exhibition was the first great world's fair, a showcase of technology and manufacturing from countries all over the world. The Exhibition was held in Hyde Park, and the centerpiece was Joseph Paxton's revolutionary iron and glass hall, dubbed the "Crystal Palace". http://www.britainexpress.com/History/Young_Queen_Victoria.htm
Life During the Victorian Period: Due to the Industrial Revolution, the living conditions of the poor were devastating. Children as young as 5 years old were sent to work and forced to beg and the contrasts between the social classes in the cities were significant. On one hand, there were the new buildings and the increasing development of the economy, while in the other hand, the streets were horribly overcrowded with unemployed people. The population increased during the 19th century in London from 1 million in 1800 to 6 million a century later. London didn’t have the ability to fulfill the basic needs of all its citizens and this gave way to poor sanitation and frustration amongst the lower classes.
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE VICTORIAN LITERATURE:

· Because of the unsettling social developments, authors during this period of time distanced themselves from their romanticism and wrote with a new sense of realism, trying to portray the social conflicts.

· The most commonly used themes were: 

· The growth of the  English democracy.

· The education of the masses.

· The rise of the feminist movements.

· Growing class tensions, as well as the troubles of the newly industrialized worker.

· The progress of industrial enterprise and the consequent rise of a materialistic philosophy. 

· Pressures towards political and social reform.

· Questioning of Faith and Truth (due to scientific discoveries like the theory of evolution by Darwin). Encarta. Copyright (c) 1994 Microsoft Corporation
· These themes were developed throughout daily situations.

· Romantic prose and poetry was still a very important part of  British Literature.
· The novel dominated Victorian Literature and was characterized by leaving romanticism behind and introducing literary realism 
LITERARY TERMS AND MOVEMENTS:

· Realism: (attempts to describe human behavior and surroundings or to represent figures and objects exactly as they act or appear in life). Encarta. Copyright (c) 1994 Microsoft Corporation
· Pre-Raphaelites: a group of 19th-century English painters, poets, and critics who reacted against Victorian materialism and the neoclassical conventions of academic art by producing earnest, quasi-religious works. In literature, the works of the Pre-Raphaelites may be considered a recurrent phase of the romantic movement. Encarta. Copyright (c) 1994 Microsoft Corporation
· Social Satire: Satire is literature that uses humor or sarcasm to ridicule human vices or follies. Dickens was interested in social reform, and passages of the novel often reflect his feelings toward people and institutions in nineteenth-century English society. Dickens’s satire emerges in his colorful descriptions of characters, places, and events. Sometimes even the names of Dickens’s characters are satirical.
       www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/litlibrary/pdf/great_expectations.

· Dickensian: the grotesque—a type of literature in which characters’ outstanding physical or personality traits are exaggerated for comic or dramatic effect. This style has come to be known as Dickensian, and this term is today used to refer to any work that has characteristics of Dickens’s writing.
AUTHORS’ BIOGRAPHIES:

[image: image1.wmf] 

 Charles Dickens (1812-1870)
· He was a son of a man who worked in the navy and spent many years in prison because of his debts.

· This forced Charles to work in a blacking factory when he was only 12 years old.

· In 1835 he became a reporter for the Morning Chronicle and became successful after he published Pickwick Papers in 1836.

· He divorced his wife Catherine in 1858.

· His Works: A Christmas Carol, David Copperfield, Great Expectations, Oliver Twist, A Tale of Two Cities (among others). 
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Guy de Maupassant (1850-1893)

· He was probably born at the Château de Miromesniel, Dieppe, France.

· He studied law in Paris and served in the army during the Franco-Prussian War.

· He suffered from syphilis since he was 20 years old and later on, his illness will result in mental disorder.

· He tried to commit suicide on 1892 by cutting his throat. Then he was taken to a private asylum in Paris, where he died.

· His Works: The Devil, Ball of Fat, A Woman’s Life, Le Horla (among others).

· During the 1880s, Maupassant wrote 300 short stories, six novels, three travel books, and one volume of verse. 

· In tone his tales  (built around simple episodes from everyday life) were marked by objectivity, highly controlled style, and sometimes sheer comedy.
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Emily Bronte (1818-1848)

· Born in Haworth, in Yorkshire, England.

· She was the 5th child of a clergyman and she was a very quiet child that spent most of her time near her home.

· She could not endure long absences from home because she grew ill.

· She received some education from the Cowen Bridge School.

· She caught a cold at her brother’s funeral and then died a few months later.

Her works: Only novel was Wuthering Heights, but she also published much of her poetry.
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Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861)

· She was born March 6, 1806 in Durham, England.

· Her father acquired his wealth from sugar plantations in Jamaica.

· Her mother died when she was 22, this can be seen in her verse-novel Aurora Leigh. 

· She was not satisfied with the education received by Victorian girls, and insisted on learning French, Latin and Greek while she studied philosophy and history. 

· Her first poem was published when she was 14 years old.
· By 1844 she was able to publish a two volume edition with all her work, and by then she was a well known and popular poet.
· During the secret courtship she shared with Robert Browning, she wrote “Sonnets from the Portuguese” that expressed her love for him. She showed them to him two years after their marriage. 
Her works: “Sonnets from the Portuguese”, “The Seraphim and other Poems”, “Aurora Leigh”(among others).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

The Schoolboy’s Story: (Charles Dickens)
· How does Dickens portray the society of his times in the Schoolboy’s Story? What kind of situations does he chooses to portray this society of his times?

· How is the rise of the new feminist spirit represented in Dicken’s work?

· What is the moral lesson of the piece?
· What characteristics of the Victorian Literature are reflected in this text?
· How does the historical context influence in the distinctiveness of the text?
The Devil: (Guy de Maupassant)
· Is Honoré totally indifferent to his mother and her illness?

· The dying woman speaks only one word in the entire story. What does this single outburst reveal about her beliefs? How do these beliefs compare to the beliefs of the Victorian Period?
· What do you think Maupassant is criticizing in this piece of work?

· How does he manages to accomplish this critic?

· How does the writing of Guy de Maupassant compare the writings of the English authors of the Victorian Period? 

I’ll not weep (Emily Bronte)
· What literary techniques can you identify in this poem?

· What might have lead Emily Bronte to write this poem?

· What emotional tone does this poem suggest? Why do you think it does?

Sonnets 28 and 43 from “Sonnets from the Portuguese” 

(Elizabeth Barrett Browning)

· What literary techniques can you identify in these sonnets?

· What do you think where Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s intentions when she wrote these sonnets?

· Sonnet 43 is the next to last sonnet in “Sonnets from the Portuguese”. How do you think it provides the reader with a conclusion? 
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