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      This piece, although fictional, is historically accurate, and biographical to some extent, due to the fact that most of Ernest Gaines’ own experiences make up the book.  It could even be said that one of the characters mirrors him.  This character is Grant Wiggins.  He is an African American living in post confederate Mississippi, this being sort of a paradoxical statement, because even though slavery is no more, its ideals are still embraced by the people of Mississippi at the time, and by people I don’t mean just whites, the black members of the community are also stricken by these racist ideals, living up to them without actually wanting to.  The story is very personal, because Gaines lived through this too, he was an educated black man who could do little with his life because the ideals of the time wouldn’t let him, but he broke through that and made something of himself, casting away the bitterness inside him and connecting with members of the white community who are decent enough to be called “people”.  The story’s plotline revolves another black man called Jefferson, who is sentenced to death “by a jury of his peers” for something that he didn’t do.  He was uneducated and insulted during his own defense; he was called a “mindless hog”.  The end of the novel is known, he will die, so then the story now turns into a story of metamorphosis or character transformation amidst a story that although fictional, may have very well happened.

     After his hearing, Jefferson’s godmother, his only relative, makes up her mind, she decides to make Jefferson die like a man.  To do that, she seeks the help of Grant, who is a teacher.  He rejects the job at first, but after being forced to do so accepts.  And so, Grant teaches Jefferson how to be a man, but Grant becomes a student as well.  Both characters undergo astounding inward transformations.  Jefferson even comes to embody a Jesus figure, dying to ease the pain of his fellow brothers, because in doing so, and after being horribly executed, there is not a single person who is proud of what happened.  The entire community transforms itself as well.

     The story’s plot is very interesting and amusing, but other than providing an unforgettable drama, the historical facts behind it remind us that it wasn’t too long ago that humanity performed atrocities, without denying that we still do.  It shows us that we may very well have a long way to go still, before we are all truly equal. 
