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Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man, written by James Joyce, as an approximation to an autobiography, and published for the first time in 1916, tells the story of a boy, who breaks the customs of the society he lives in, by defying his family, teachers, religion and friends and dedicating his life to art. It is an extremely profound piece of literature, rich in language and philosophical content. But lacking, however, something to capture the reader’s attention and interest. Not being an expert in literature, I still dare to categorize as essential, certain elements that an author is able to use in a piece of literature to captivate his audience. 
Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man is a novel that contains such profound philosophical, theological and intellectual content, that the reader endeavouring to understand meaning looses track of the story. Furthermore, it is thoroughly written in perfectly developed English, using complex wording and terms, which increase the level of intricacy of the piece, henceforth, loosing the reader’s attention. It is a shame that James Joyce, failed to write this novel, so very rich in content, in a manner that would captivate its readers. However, something leads me to suspect, that James Joyce never had the intention to approach an audience other than that which he has already been able to capture; readers of extremely high intellect, with previous knowledge of the theological, intellectual and philosophical content he entreats in his novel. 
