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Cleverly embroidered in the most complex version of contemporary English, Portrait of The artist as a Young Man is a profound trip into an existentialist, intelligent mind. By slowly narrating the events in the life of Stephen (an 18th century Irish lad), James Joyce portrays the vision of a cunning young man who tries to solve the current conflicts of contemporary philosophy. By pondering and experimenting with topics such as religion, beauty, patriotism, knowledge and even sexuality, the main character suffers transformations in his epistemology and lifestyle, mirroring his constant inner reflection through his actions. 

At Ethon and Conglowes, two boarding schools for young men, stephen’s journey in the search for knowledge and beauty begins. But it is not unitl later in his young adult life, that he begins to understand his meaning and purpose as a man, and begins to rebel against a society that is suffering a change equal to or stronger than his. His perception and the decisions and conclusion that such perception brings interlocs his development to that of a secular, unified Ireland. 

In order to describe all of the feelings, conflicts and solutions experienced by Stephen, James Joyce decided to include sutil, yet meaningful symbols that make of Portrait of The Artist as a Young Man, the ultimate modern novel of the 20th century. Filled with deep monologues, clever conversations and thrilling events, this novel majestically outlines the complexity of the sacrifices man must make to become the ultimate artists, and how at the end of it all, the only purpose in life is knowledge. 

