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At first, All the Pretty Horses by Cormac Mccarthy seems to be a typical story about the West and how cowboys ruled a supposed glorious American era. However, as the pages start flowing it is evident that this is not an emblematic and common cowboy tale because it proposes a different perspective on a 1950´s Texas that is no longer considered cowboy paradise but rather a gloomy panorama of capitalism and how farms and cattle where traded for cement and oil.

 It is rather refreshing and uplifting to read such a well-structured novel that portrays a different perspective, the standpoint of an adolescent who refuses to live by the standards and who wants to relive the joyous era of the cowboys at all costs. 

McCarthy proves to be a true master in literature and a legitimate romantic by depicting striking imagery through a torrent of words that compound a dazzling stream that never ceases to impress. Consequently, the relationships represented in the novels show an innocent and naïve bond between friends and how truly dramatic and devastating a forbidden love can be.  

Although the main character fails to fulfill his most intimate desires, towards the end of the book we get a taste of reality and how John Grady Cole is not exactly a modern John Wayne because he realizes how tough life can be and how even cowboys bleed. 
