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An Enemy of the People
By: Henrik Ibsen


An Enemy of the People is a play written by Henrik Ibsen to get back at the reviews he got from a previous play named Ghosts. The play begins showing a man who wants to do good to the society and ends up being hated for it, and so the play’s purpose is to show that the majority is always wrong and the minority is always right. Dr. Stockmann represents what Ibsen had to go through after getting the reviews he did not expect. Since everyone believed what the critics said, suddenly everyone rejected Ibsen’s play, which ended up becoming a compact majority that “didn’t like” his play, when most of those people didn’t like it because the “experts” said it was to be rejected. Dr. Stockmann faces a whole town by telling them that they are wrong because they only do what the rest of the people is doing, and claims they are cowards for not developing their own criteria. In the end, when his family is segregated from the town, he ends up maybe in a better position in his opinion, because he himself will begin to teach his kids so that they are able to be autonomous and not follow the compact majority, which never really knows what is doing, but just follows the pattern. I identify a little bit with Dr. Stockmann at a certain point, because it has happened to me that I believe I will be supported by those whose support you need, and I end up not being supported by them. Sometimes the satisfaction of knowing you are right isn’t enough, and you need to do something about it in order to make sure that things will change in the future, which is what Stockmann does when he decides to teach his kids. This was a really enjoyable reading, Ibsen’s plays are really worth the reading, as for my taste and opinion.    
