Black Boy by Richard Wright

Review by Pamela Calero


Richard Wright’s thrilling Black Boy is a vivid chronology of the United States’ war against racism exposed to the world through the story of Wright’s life. Growing up with Jim Crowism in the post-slavery era, the author, narrator and protagonist is faced with outnumbering difficulties and struggles that help breed the man he grows to be. With vivid images and detailed description is Wright able to write his autobiography in a historic-novel way of his struggle to become someone.

Now considered to be “the influential writer who changed the face of American Literature”
, Richard Wright’s began a hectic story at the age of four (this is as far as his memory goes, or so he said) and decided to share the injustices that impregnated it when he was thirty-seven years old. 

This best seller portrays the life of an inexperienced and insecure “hungry”
 black boy who lived in a “floated latent sense of violence” and was desperately trying to jump the “line over which [they] dared not step and [which they] accepted because [their] bread was at stake. 
 The white supremacy ideals of the time period are shattered as the reader is a jury to his escape from “the culture from which [he] sprang, the terror from which [he] fled.


Objecting to give in to his family conformism of the inferior life that awaited him, and to the white idea that “niggers change when they go north”
, Richard teaches himself to read as id obliged many times to find his own food half expected to help in the house. In the end, he finally triumphs over those troubles and beat the stereotypes that connoted the word “black”. Thinking that “freedom brought problems”
 throughout  his youth and being able to overpower this thought gave him not only made him victorious over the circumstances but also transformed him into an inspiration for all the struggling black people of the time.
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