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Voltaire: Candide

Candide, written in 1759 by François-Marie Arouet, later known as Voltaire stands to represent the idea that “all is for the best in the best of all possible worlds.” Voltaire was induced to write this play due to the catastrophic events occurring, among them: the Lima and Lisbon earthquakes, man-made war and other incidents. Even though the diction used in the play is unsophisticated it excels in using other literary techniques such as satire and irony. Voltaire presents strong criticism against the church, social classes, inequality and other controversial issues. It thoroughly describes through the main character, Candide, all the misfortunes and cruelty that now lead mankind’s destiny. Candide, greatly criticizing the ideals and values by which people lived during that time period goes further beyond textual evidence, being an insightful play, encourages the reader to analyze, compare and connect the play to real life situations.
