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Voltaire, otherwise known as Francois-Marie Arquet, is the author of “Candide”, which is overall, a critique to the emerging doctrine of Optimism.  This was one of the new philosophies that conceived in “The Enlightenment”, and it stated that since God is perfect, then the world it created must also be perfect, so there must be no evil in the world.  All that is perceived as evil is actually good, because in the grand scheme, somebody’s downfall means another’s rise.  Voltaire was outraged by the thought that, we “live in the best of possible worlds”.  This is why he came up with the character Pangloss, which embodies this stream of thought and serves to criticize it because awful things happen to him, and his explanation of why they occur seems completely deranged.  Such an example of that is his explanation to why he caught syphilis.  His explanation leads him to state that it is essential for there to be syphilis in Europe if mankind is to enjoy American chocolate, which is completely redundant and based on nothing. 
 Even though his characters, most of them (including Candide, his lover and Martin with the exception of Cacambo) serve to criticize this doctrine of Optimism and perhaps shed light onto the human soul, he completely disregards the thought of constructing a believable, tangible character that we might hold for a person.  In plain English, he built plain characters with the notion of having them serve to criticize.  Neither Pangloss nor Martin are believable characters because they reside in unmovable philosophical extremes (real humans are more flexible) and are pretty much stock.  None of the characters hold characteristics of their own and can truly be remembered, such as Faulkner’s Addie.  Another of the book’s pitfalls regarding the composition of a piece of literal fiction (in accordance with Perrine) is Voltaire’s misuse of the element of surprise.  A clear example is the characters’ constant “resurrections” or the interjection of the narrator to give us knowledge which puts Candide in the upper hand (weapons that he took, unknown to the reader at some points).  On a good note: the book deals with the Americas and the mythical country of El Dorado in an incredibly creative manner, symbolizing a successful, enlightened Europe. 

The book does succeed in at its main goal; the criticism of Optimism.  Most of the characters, Optimists such as Pangloss, met a cruel fate in one way or another, and failed to use Optimism to defend themselves.  It is short, and mostly philosophical, but also unsuccessful on mayor compositional elements of fiction.
