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Candide, Voltaire
It is ironic to find that the things Voltaire condemned and aimed to change back in the eighteenth century are still alive today.  The hypocrisy and falsehood of human beings, the inequalities, the unjustified prejudices that underlie modern conflicts and wars, the selfish interest that moves individuals, and the cruelty that some may try to justify with unfounded pretensions analogous to the “all is the best” philosophy, are just some examples. 
Voltaire is one of the most renowned exponents of the Enlightenment, a movement that sought for progress in the humanities and sciences, and rebelled against the injustices, inequalities, and prejudices that permeated society at that time.  Today we can see the impact that the Enlightenment had on the development of modern societies, how it catalyzed the progress in diverse fields, such as the natural sciences, technology, medicine, politics, and economics.  However, there are things that seem to be immortal throughout the ages, and which belong to the realm of human behavior.

These defects are savagely satirized Candide, where no one seems to escape the ill doings of fate, the greed of the human race, and its dissatisfaction and ingratitude towards the good things that we take for granted. Voltaire creates very peculiar characters and places them in a hostile world, as if an experiment to test the hypothesis that human beings are condemned to suffer by their very nature. Candide, Pangloss, Cunegonde, along with the rest of the characters that draw our attention and sympathy, suffer the worse plagues of humanity. They experience extreme illness, treachery, loneliness, anguish and dejection and are robbed of all their possessions, enslaved, exploited, beaten, and even killed several times (all is possible in this cruel world).  In the light of so much suffering, the theory of that “everything is for the best in this best of all possible worlds” seems absurd and even dangerous, for people may use it as a justification for their evil acts. 
Voltaire’s tone is nonetheless not purely pessimistic, for he still believed in progress and the improvement of humanity.  What he intends to do with this crude satire is to impressively catch our attention and make us feel ashamed of our faults, so that, if we are keen and clever enough, we will work towards their lessening and aim for true progress. 
