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“Candide” is known as one of the glories of eighteenth-century satire, showing Voltaire in all of his brilliance. This piece of French literature has amused thousands of readers through out the ages with its unique satirical style and humorous remarks. In “Candide”, the readers are able to explore the life of a young man as he is guided by Pangloss in living life with an optimistic philosophy where “All is for the best, in the best of all possible worlds". Voltaire saw this approach to life as a poor one and believed that this was not the way to respond to any type of struggle or suffering. As a result, he created this novel in which he sets out to show just how wrong this viewpoint is. By placing Candide in situations where calamities and disasters are all around him, he shows the protagonists’ transformation and growth through out the whole novel. Candide starts off as an innocent young man who allows himself to be influenced by this optimistic philosophy. As the novel carries on, he realizes how useless and absurd this whole attitude is. 


This short novel is an upfront and sincere attack to optimism, in which Voltaire mocks the idea that the world must be completely good; idea that many sustained during the Enlightment. To certain thinkers of those times, the thought that all was not good in the world meant that God was not entirely good and actually was imperfect, a thought that was an utter absurdity for them. These philosophers, with no reasonable justification state that due the fact that God is perfect, all of His creations must be so too, therefore making the world a perfect place, where no evil or suffering are present. According to these philosophers, the people who see flaws in the world are those who do not understand God’s grand plan. Because Voltaire realized how illogical this philosophy was he took a chance and mocked this idea all through out this novel. Showing how cruel reality is and how one is bound to live it. 
