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Book review:

The novel written by Voltaire, is a novel in which a criticism is made for the society, that surrounds the main character of the novel, Candide. Candide is a unique character, which in a way, do not follow what society has imposed. Therefore, he becomes vulnerable to society criticism and misfortune, because he not only losses her teacher and friend, but also her lover becomes affected by his impulses and by how society treat woman especially after a victory, he losses her and then recovered her after she being rape and sold as a sex slave. Voltaire, expresses in this novel, how society mistreat no only the woman but also the persons that believes in other reasons of why things happens other than the fact that God was the one that cusses them; In other words, Voltaire criticism not only the society but principally the attitude of the church in front the science and philosophical knowledge. The criticism, is made in a very directly way, by showing to reader facts of how the society acted. Making in that way essayer for the reader to understand the social mentality. The novel is a treasure of ideas and social mentality and attitude of the society of the XVIII, therefore by reading it, you can be able to obtain a picture of how the society of the XVIII thought and act. 

Reading Notes:

Describicions

· Candide => “you could read his character in his face” 

· The Baroness => “whose weight of about twenty-five stone made her a person of great importance”

· Cunégonde => “ girl of seventeen… seductive”

· Pangloss => “Candide tutor” 

· “Everything is made for the best purpose”

· Candide and Cunégonde = “she quite innocently took his hand, he as innocently kissed hers with singular grease and ardour” 

· “That is what men are for, to help each other” => the ideology of what is the men purpose.

· “That dive gift called liberty” (24) => the anxiety, of being free, is reflected in the men ideology. Be free principally in the way of thinking. Any man can think what they want to think and should not be oppress by anyone, not even the church. 

· “Point out that the fall of man and eternal punishment enter of necessity into the scheme of the best of all possible words” (35) 

· “Free will is consistent with absolute necessity, for it was ordained that we should be free. For the will that is determined” => ageing, the discussion of humans wanting to be free of mind. How the society oppresses the freethinking, and determines what to do and how to act. Where is the human free will? 

·  “This Jew was much attached to my person, but he could not get his way with me, for I was more successful in resisting him than the Bulgar soldiers” => the story of Cunégonde, after her whole family was death.  

· “A woman of honour can be ravished once, but the experience is a tonic for her virtue” => the ideology that Cunégonde have about, of the attitude of the woman at that time which was not very common. 

· “I am the daughter of Pope Urbane X and the princess of Palestrina” this particular pope has a footnote of the author in which he makes clear that this pope in specifics do not exist but the actions that this men made are real.  => The story of an old woman.

· The story of an old woman => “ I was a virgin-but not for long” how important was in a woman the fact of being a virgin. And in this case, by making in doubt for how long she was a virgin, she makes in a way a rebellion. 

· The experience in the Latin American, always making a comparison, like in Uruguay, and Lima, Peru. 

· The power of the church in Latin America, and how they obtain government positions. 

· The allusion to a Latin America myth and believe. Like for example El Dorado. 

· Making during the novel a criticism towards the Jews actions.

· How a story not always ends as we want them to end. 

· The novel reflects the reality and how unjust and hard it can be. 

