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Book Review

Cry, the Beloved Country


Alan Paton has written an acclaimed and well known novel through out the world, Cry, the Beloved Country, giving insight the situation of South Africa is. It tells the story of a Zulu Christian Priest’s journey starting off from his small town, Ndotshéni to the roaring city of Johannesburg. In search of his son, sister, and brother he finds himself in a city of crime, transgression and corruption. Following his son’s trail, he soon finds out that his well brought up son has killed a famous social reformer. Coincidentally he was the son of a Natal farmer living in a neighboring town. The plot of the story is the bringing together between these two men, which have both lost their sons to the situation which South Africa is facing, crime. 

Alan Paton gives a wonderful depiction of the state of affairs which South Africa is facing. He has the gift to paint out the South African mountains and countryside with his use of words.  The characters which Paton created added life and soul to the novel. Having a humble Priest and even a nasty politician, these characters each bring something special to the novel. They are real people, just like everyone else, with real conflicts in their life. That is what makes this book so special, you can relate to them. 

I found this such an insightful book. I had never really known much about South Africa, and this book broadened my knowledge greatly, giving me an insight to the real situation of that country. This book was beautifully written and told compassionately. It was a moving novel which makes you reflect over your life and the society in which you live in. It made me realize that Colombia is going through the same problem, constant crime and violence on the streets. 
