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The play “Equus” deals with the case of Alan Strang and how he is taken to a doctor by his family for blinding six horses. He is taken to Dr. Dysart, who ends up questioning the rest of the world instead of Alan, who is seen as the strange person of the play. 


In the play, it is curious how Alan is driven to act such way, how horses have such a great impact on him, and how their eyes affect him so intensely. Alan considers horse’s eyes sexy, yet he is deeply disturbed when they look at him with Jill, and decides to blind them. Sometimes people destroy something they really like in order to give it some sort of internal meaning, perhaps in such way that is how Alan’s ritual worked, he liked the horses’ eyes, yet he blinded them. Alan makes of this a ritual, something he had to do, but in the end, due to such influence of the society’s view of normality, it seems as if he wants to go back to who he was before the first incident, and therefore does not consider his ritual normal anymore. “Equus” is a play where at first, Alan’s values are questioned, but in the end, it is the rest of the world who is questioned, since it is them who feel they are normal enough that they are in position to judge those who they believe act differently. Different does not mean abnormal, and this play shows this in a very unique story.
