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 Lynetty Mahuku

Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton is a novel about the  tragic story of a man  and the  problems he faces throughout his life in the small town of Stark field.  The novel is considered to be one of the most constructed novels of Edith Wharton due to its power and its simple use of language. It is easy going and at the same time case-hardened.  The main character, Ethan Frome, has intricate problems going on in his life.   He is a lonely man and has no one except his “sickly” wife who he can’t stand up to.  His marital life has indeed become a disaster. Then the fresh and beautiful young Mattie, Zeena´s cousin arrives to help with the housework and Ethan directly falls in love with her. And As soon as Zeena grasps that there is a strong attraction between these two she organizes to get rid of Mattie. Incapable to cope with the idea of their separation Ethan and Mattie decide to kill themselves crashing themselves into a tree. However this attempt fails leaving Mattie and Ethan disabled for the entire lives. And this is the smash up that will haunt him the rest of his life. What becomes ironic about this novel is the fact that both of them ended up being taken care by the “sickly” Zeena.
The fact I found both dismaying and frustrating about the book was that all the characters in throughout the entire story seem to be unable to finding a way out of the situations in which they are placed. It starts with the mother…she gets sick and nobody can save her, and then Ethan Frome marrying a wife he cannot stand up. In fact I think that if I were to give a theme for the whole story I would have to say that it is Failure.

 All the same, this novel a type of unique and organizational luminosity. it is not a mere demonstration, it is indeed thought provoking. It is a type of novel one would love to read.
