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Ethan Frome

“If you know Starkfield Massachussetts, you know the post office. If you know the post-office you must have seen Ethan Frome drive up to it..” pg 3. Since the first page of the novel Edith Warton manages to attract the reader’s attention for this mysterious character and the tragic story that seems to lay behind him. Her descriptions are vivid and successful at giving the setting the dead mood that seems to reflect Ethan Frome’s feelings of numbness. It is the eternal winter in which Ethan Frome lives that gives raise to the conflict when Ethan Falls in love with his wife’s cousin being that she reminds him of the life he lacks. However it seems that the plot is plain and uninteresting like the setting itself the whole story seems to lack life. The character’s seem to be well rounded but their interactions often seem plain and the story’s resolution, although more dramatic than the rest of the emotionally constrained events, does not really satisfy the initially intrigued reader. 
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