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Ethan Frome

By: Edith Wharton


This tragic novel portrays an impossible love between protagonist, Ethan Frome, and the antagonist’s cousin, Mattie Silver. Ethan is bonded by marriage to the antagonist, Zenobia, making impossible his feelings towards Mattie. This devastates Ethan and his true wishes are to be with his true love but his responsibility and duty don’t have enough weakness to leave his ill wife in solitude. The passion shared by these characters represents the imagination and hope they have during the difficult situations they are both going through. The story represents a tragic love story between two lovers that cannot have their love and as a solution rely on death as an escape of the misery they are facing. Almost similar to the Romeo and Juliet’s tragic love story, the lives carried out by these three characters show a most gloomy and sad mood, and a chain of circumstantial events that lead to the tragedy of Ethan Frome. 

