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Turgenev’s Fathers and Sons
Fathers and Sons written by Ivan Turgenev in 1862 provides a new view of the differences between generations and how the new ideas that evolve can be an obstacle to achieve true happiness. Nikolai and Arkady, father and son, are torn from each other as Arkady is influenced by his friend Bazarov, a nihilist by heart, who pretends to avoid getting affected by any emotions or ideas and to destroy any value accepted by society. However, Bazarov falls desperately in love with Madame Odintsova, a wealthy widow, after her contrary ideas impress him, misleading his supposing true views of life astray. This sudden change of heart lead him into an inevitable end, as his sentiments crash abruptly with his philosophy, making him unable to be happy. The unique structure and enriched imagery created by Turgenev help individual scenes be delivered so powerfully to the reader that they create an effective bond between protagonist and reader. A novel that has won its place in history through its well thought critique of generations and analysis of the human being, which demonstrate that we are just human and may sometimes be influenced by our surroundings. 
