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The last two outside novels I read were four plays by the Norwayan writer Henrik Ibsen. These were fun plays, ones more than others, easy to read and which dealt with interesting topics. My favorite one was A Doll’s House which was a very controversial play when it was first published since the behavior of its main character Nora was completely scandalous and unaccepted at the time.

In A Doll’s House, Ibsen employs the themes and structures of classical tragedy while writing in about everyday, unexceptional people. Also, in this play Ibsen manifests his concern for women’s rights and for human rights in general. For example by daring to show Nora’s (the main character) experimentation of spiritual reassessment considering she decided to leave her oppressive and patriarchal way of life with the need to find who she really was, and develop her own personality. The ending portrays a very significant view of women, considering the importance they give to become a whole person and not live superficially pretending to be someone they are not simply being “dolls” for men.

The second play I read was Ghosts, which dealt on how much society invades personal lives. It is about a woman called Mrs. Alving who lived obsessed with keeping appearances trying to keep her late husband’s reputation. 

Unfortunately, because of this she ends up living a lie and building a memorial to her husband’s false reputation. Plus ruining the lives of her husband’s two children, Oswald and Regina.

The Enemy of the People is about the struggle of a man against the standards of his society in his attempt to fight for what is right. Trying to show the people of his city the unsanitary conditions of the town’s famous and new baths he is rejected. In this play Ibsen criticizes democracy by showing tyranny and how leaders are afraid to do what is right because they are at the people’s mercy. Also, how one mans bravery and self respect can survive the odds.

The Wild Duck, which many critics consider Ibsen's masterpiece, is a tragedy about the self destruction of a man called Hialmar, who is unable to forgive his wife of having an affair. He believes his daughter is not his, but a consequence of the affair and rejects her. She adores her father and being unable to live with this rejection and to prove her love to him she kills herself. Hialmar regrets his actions but when it is too late.

