Commentary

A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen

The play by Norwegian author Henrik Ibsen is very controversial for its time. It is an easy play to read and it is very enjoyable because it is written in a simple language that makes it easier to understand. Another positive aspect about this play is that it deals with more real and mundane aspects of life, it talks about the want for money in society and how people are willing to do almost anything for it. The play also touches a very controversial subject, especially at the time the play was written which was about a woman leaving her marriage and her children. This subject is very delicate even today but the playwright makes a statement by saying that women who are unhappy with their lives should and can leave them behind to start a new one. The play  encourages woman to stand up for themselves, by exposing a feeling and a reality that had been there for a long time but that nobody had ever had the guts to put it out in the open. This play shows a great shift from what people had been a costumed to in classic theatre, tragedy and comedy are both integrated in this play. The classical pattern is broken because this play talks about ordinary, everyday problems that were seen in those days but that nobody really wanted to confront. It is interesting to be able to read an exemplary of what modern theatre has become. 

Ghosts By: Henrik Ibsen 
Ghost is a very short play about deceit and hypocrisy. It is written in a prose like way that makes it simple for the reader and audience to understand. Ghosts can be seen as a play that criticizes the false morality by which society lives by. The play’s central action revolves around the inauguration of an orphanage in honor of a dead chamberlain. The ironic situation of the play is that this man was awful when he used to be alive and his wife, Mrs. Alving, is building this edifice to cover up what a horrible man he was. Mrs. Alving is doing this with the help of reverend Mender, he is a highly judgmental man who does nothing but criticize others, he thinks of himself as being highly moral but in reality he is as hypocritical as the rest of the characters. This play is full of exaggerated situations that make it a wonderful satire of society at the time; it is a very strong critique against society’s morality at the time. The play is especially critical of the church and its morals. Ghosts by Henrik Ibsen is a great play that most people will enjoy and find somewhat similar to what still happens today.  I highly recommend it to people who enjoy reading plays; it is especially fun to read because it is a more contemporary play that talks about normal everyday life. 
