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Girl with a Pearl Earring

The Girl with a Pearl Earring is a famous masterpiece form the Dutch painter, Johannes Vermeer, who lived an intriguing life from which he inspired to create many of his artwork.

But his life also inspired writer Tracy Chevalier to create a beautifully, passionate, fictional, and fact-based story of how Vermeer painted this masterpiece. 

The story is told by Griet, a 16 year old girl forced to work as a maid when her parents are not able sustain their home anymore. She, a new comer in this business, works for painter Johannes Vermeer and his seven children at the moment and his mother-in-law. She is helped by Tanneke, the mother-in-law’s old-time hired maid.  She gets used to her new life eventually but her mistress, Catharina is her dearest enemy, treating badly. But her master shows a special concern and attention for her, as well as feelings, being interested in every move she makes and especially with whom she makes it. she, in time, becomes his muse and she starts having confusing feelings for him, as well. Their master-maid relationship is quite peculiar and things get far more interesting when a handsome boy called Pieter starts flattering her. But her life, after all, is pretty exciting, in terms of a 17th century maid, that after facing the loss of her little sister and not knowing anything from her brother after a while, remains somewhat pleased as a maid at the Vermeer’s. she then confronts calamity in many different ways, but she is strong enough to overcome her obstacles and decide a better future for herself.

The story is captivating, blending fact with fiction, helping the reader understand how life was in the 17th Century, and creating a marvelous feeling of softness and wonder with a fictional character as the protagonist of the story and a great painter’s masterpiece.   
