Book Reviews

Book Review 2: “Great Expectations” by Charles Dickens 


Throughout the years, literary pieces have not only been a way through which writers tell a story, express their feelings, or make their knowledge about a certain issue public, but also they have been the way through which they criticize the society they live in.. Charles Dickens is perfect example of an author that uses his works as a form of criticism. For example his famous novel Great Expectations, points out the flaws of society in various ways, most importantly through the way his major character is influenced by society.  Pip is a humble boy, exposed to the cruelty and superficiality of the people surrounding him. His sister underestimates him all the time for being destined to be a blacksmith like Joe, his brother in law.  Later on when he starts visiting the house of a rich woman, he meets her niece, Estella, who humiliates him constantly, consequently making him feel ashamed of what he is and hi origin. For this reason Pip wants to become a gentleman and later on is able to do this. He receives anonymous help from a rich person, and goes to London to become a gentleman. In London, Joe, the only person that truly cared for him, goes to visit him.  Pip feels totally ashamed of being seen with Joe, a very humble looking character, as he has been totally influenced by the superficiality of society.    
