BOOK REVIEW

HENRY IV

By William Shakespeare. 

People might think that a person only reads Shakespeare because it is an obligation imposed by the school or university but in the case of Henry IV, it is much more than an obligation.  The vivacity of the language and the amazing character descriptions given by Shakespeare make it difficult to appreciate unless it is being performed but once you let your imagination run reading Henry IV is very interesting; constantly picturing how it might be staged, what faces are the characters making, how the lines might be delivered so that their astonishing third dimension might become as apparent as possible.  It is amazing how Shakespeare imagines a world of absolute responsibility (the world of the Court and the rebellion) and puts it next to a world of absolute recklessness, a world of “hearing the chimes at midnight,” of unpaid debts, of wasted wealth obtained by devious acts such as robbery, etc.  The crushing of a world of responsibility with a world of recklessness is something that many teenagers have to go through so Henry IV allows the young reader to engage more willingly in the reading of a Shakespeare “torture”, as many would call it.

