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The picture of a peaceful road bordered with trees and the graceful script and melody of the title did not give me a hint about the pages that were hidden behind the cover of Light in August, by William Faulkner. I wouldn’t have imagined that the innocent looking street would branch off in infinite directions, give thousands of twists, turn swiftly here and then stretch without visible boundaries, threatening to throw the reader off course.  I must admit that closing the book forever was a recurring thought. But I kept reading, making an effort not to lose track of the road, paying close attention to all the little hints and details here and there that would guide me through the intricately woven tale.  
   
 But that which tempted me to close the book is at the same time what makes it magic. In Light in August, time is a freely running fluid that allows the existence and entwining of many plots. One chapter may be running along a straight line, within a clear chronological frame and situated in an intelligible point in time. The next chapter may give a sudden turn in time, narrative and point of view, without providing assistance to the reader to deal with this unexpected change but the extensive stream of consciousness offered by the characters. 
Accompanying these shifts in time are the shifts in focus from one character to another.  There is not a single plot strand, but several long threads intertwined together to form an elaborate yarn ball.  Among these plot strands is the story of Lena Grove, the pregnant young woman who undergoes a rough and lengthy journey in search of the father of her unborn child, and accidentally meets Byron Bunch (the owner of a separate strand), who takes his place.  These strands cross with that of Joe Christmas, who spends his life escaping from his tormenting past and confusing racial background, while running into more suffering and damnation. This character’s story line stretches back to his birth and even reaches into the story of his grandparents (who reappear nearly at the end of the novel), and comes back to the present day, 36 years later, to fuse with Joanna Burden’s extensive and complex storyline. Then there is the account of Reverend Hightower, which also covers two generations, and at different points mingles with the stories of all the other characters. 
 These plot lines, in addition to those of other minor characters, meet at a common point: August.  Thus the title of the book becomes clear only after we read the entire book. The part of the title that refers to light might be more difficult to discern, especially when darkness is a more prominent element that filters through the tale of most characters and appears in most of the scenery. But we could see light as the hope that remains even when all seems dark. The most obvious example is Lena’s finding of a faithful companion willing to take care of her and the newly born child, even when she has lost all possibility of finding the biological father of her baby. Tied to this, is Byron Bunch’s own finding of light, which is the love that Lena has inspired in him and has led him to take a renewed interest in life. 
The finding or preservation of hope in difficult times is one of the novel’s themes.  Motivated by this light, the characters struggle to fulfill their aspirations and fill a void in their lives.  They embark on a personal journey of discovery and search for meaning. Lena Grove and Byron Bunch have success on this enterprise, while Joe Christmas and Joanna Burden fall into the dark abyss once and for all.  
Faulkner also digs into the theme of racism and explores how each of the characters is affected by it.  Joe Christmas, for example, is not able to enjoy his life because he is conscious of his mixed background, and Joanna Burden devotes her life to a cause which leads to her death.  This theme reveals Faulkner’s concern with the racial conflict that was taking place in the South of the United States following important historical events such as the Civil War and the Reconstruction. 
The development of these themes and of the story as a whole, with the particular stories of the characters embedded in it, is achieved through a combination of unconventional techniques such as fluid time, multiple narrators, varying points of view, and stream of consciousness. These elements combined make Light in August a multidimensional novel worth of reading with extreme care and acuteness.    
