BOOK REVIEW
MADAME BOVARY

Madame Bovary is Gustave Flaubert’s masterpiece based on the story of a young middle class girl around the 1800’s.  The magic thing about this novel is not that it was a fruit of inspiration or observation, it is just that Flaubert dedicated himself to write each scene line by line with a rigor normally attributed to scientists or engineers until each piece was perfectly put together.  The story tells the story of this young girl, Emma Bovary who marries a doctor; Charles Bovary in an attempt to abandon her old life in search for a happier one.  Along the way she finds herself discontent with life as a married woman and begins to look for life’s pleasures outside her marriage bed.  

Given the time the novel was published in, it was immediately banned and Flaubert was even trialed for having written what was believed to be a pornographic novel.  Several years later, the novel was finally accepted for distribution and was considered one of the finest written pieces of French literature.  Because times have changed, so have our codes of acceptance as readers so reading Madame Bovary in this day and age would barely be considered reading pornographic literature.  The social standards have given a great shift since the first publication of the novel, changing the values and roles that defined women at the time it was written and so a modern reader would not find any of the scenes to be what we now call Rated R although Flaubert cannot be accused of having a lack of realism.  He used the element of suggestion to force the reader to use his/her imagination. 

This novel is obviously not suitable for everyone.  Religious fanatics and people who suffer from machismo complexes have a tendency to dislike this novel, but I, suffering from neither happen to think it is one of the finest novels around.  Having read it twice now, I can say that it is a novel worth putting down a T.V. show to finish it because it is not only Flaubert’s magnificent style and use of language, but it is the story it self, which captivates me.  
